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CURRENT LAW: Chapter 54 Section 25B (4)  of the Massachusetts General Laws states that (4) Each city and town shall establish an early voting site that shall include the local election office for the city or town; provided, however, that if the city or town determines that the office is unavailable or unsuitable for early voting, the registrars of each city or town shall identify and provide for an alternative public building that is centrally-located, suitable and convenient within the city or town as an early voting site; and provided further, that when designating early voting sites, a city or town shall consider, to the extent feasible, diverse geographic locations and whether such sites would have an impact on access to the polls on the basis of race, national origin, disability, income or age. A city or town may also provide for additional early voting sites at the discretion of the registrars for that city or town. Each early voting site shall be accessible to persons with disabilities in accordance with state and federal law.

SUMMARY:  At least once every four years, an agent of the State Secretary shall inspect each polling place most recently designated under section 24 of Chapter 54 of the General Laws and each early voting section under subsection (b) of section 25B. The inspecting agent shall report in writing to the Secretary of State and/or the town clerk every failure to comply with the state and federal accessibility laws, and the responsible officials of the city or town shall take immediate action to ensure voters with disabilities and shall submit a written plan to to comply to to the Secretary of State within five days. If a city or town fails to take prompt action or submit a written plan to ensure polling place access for voters with disabilities, the State Secretary may issue an order requiring compliance. By December 31 of each year, the State Secretary must submit a written report to the clerks of the Senate and House of Representatives detailing all actions taken under this section. To enforce compliance with accessibility laws, a written plan, or the Secretary’s order, the attorney general may file a civil action in superior court. These enforcement options do not limit the right of any person, official, commission, or board to seek judicial remedies through other means.



