JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.823 
 
Title:				An Act relative to election emergencies
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Paul Donato (Medford)
  
Hearing Date:		July 8, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		September 6, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.680); Ordered to study
				2021-22 (H.779); Ordered to study 
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A


CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 54 § 62 – Biennial state elections: Sets the date of the biennial state election on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November in every even-numbered year.
   
SUMMARY: This bill gives the Secretary of the Commonwealth authority to postpone or extend election deadlines by up to 45 days during a declared state of emergency. It allows the Secretary to delay candidate qualifying periods and election dates, including local elections (with local consultation), and to establish procedures for orderly election administration. It also requires the creation of an emergency contingency plan to guide state and local officials in managing delayed or disrupted elections.


