JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.833 
 
Title:				An Act ensuring the election integrity through voter 
identification
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Colleen Garry (Dracut)
  
Hearing Date:		July 8, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		September 6, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.687); Ordered to study
				2021-22 (H.792); Ordered to study
2019-20 (H.658); Ordered to study 
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A


CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 54 § 76 – Voting; giving name and address upon request; delivery of ballot:
At the polls, voters must state their name, and address if requested, which is then announced and checked by an election officer. If listed, the voter is admitted and given a ballot. Recording or broadcasting names of voters who haven’t voted yet is prohibited.
   
SUMMARY: This bill requires all voters at polling places to show ID in order to vote. Election officers must ask for a voter's full name, current address, and one of several specified forms of identification (e.g., voter registration card, Social Security card, driver’s license, government-issued ID, or valid employee ID with photo). If a voter does not present a suitable ID, they are prohibited from voting entirely, eliminating previous provisions that allowed voters without ID to vote with the possibility of a challenge or by provisional ballot.


