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CURRENT LAW: Section 34 of Chapter 51 of the General Laws states that after eight o'clock in the evening of a day on which registration is to cease, the registrars shall not register any person to vote in the next primary or election, except that they shall furnish, or cause to be furnished, to each person waiting in line at said hour of eight o'clock for the purpose of being registered, a card or slip of identification bearing such person's name and shall, before registration ceases, permit such person to register. The registrars may, however, enter or correct on the registers the names of persons (who have registered as voters) between December thirty-first preceding and the close of registration.

SUMMARY: This amendment to Chapter 51 of the General Laws establishes Section 34A, outlining the process for registering to vote in Massachusetts. It allows eligible individuals to register in person at their precinct polling place or at an early voting site by presenting proof of residence and completing an affidavit of registration. The affidavit includes an oath certifying the individual’s eligibility to vote, with penalties for false information. Proof of residence can be provided through various documents, such as a valid photo ID or utility bill. After registration, the individual is permitted to vote in the current election and is registered to all future elections. If proof of residence is not presented at registration, a provisional ballot may be cast, with proof of residence required within a set timeframe. The registrars may correct all inaccuracies in the registration and will add the registrant’s information to the voter register after the election. 



