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Title: An Act amending the home rule charter of the city of Easthampton

Sponsor(s): Rep. Homar Gomez 

Hearing Date: November 13, 2025
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Prior History:  2023-2024- H.5068- ordered to a House Study 
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Under current law, Massachusetts General Laws Chapters 50 through 54 govern the conduct of all state and local elections, including how votes are cast, counted, and certified. Specifically, M.G.L. c.50, §1 defines the general framework for elections, M.G.L. c.54, §§1–135 outlines the administration of elections (including ballot format, counting, and certification), and M.G.L. c.53 governs nominations and ballot access. Under this system, voters may select only one candidate per office, and votes are not transferred or redistributed based on ranked preference

SUMMARY: This bill amends the Easthampton city charter to introduce Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) for all city elections, except in cases where there is only one candidate or the number of candidates equals the number of available positions, in which case plurality voting will be used. The bill defines several key terms related to RCV, including "Continuing Candidate" (a candidate who has not been declared elected or defeated), "Concluded Ballot" (a ballot that does not rank any continuing candidate), and "Winning Threshold" (the minimum number of votes required to be elected). It establishes a tabulation process in which votes are counted in successive rounds: in each round, ballots are counted based on their current proportional value, and candidates who exceed the winning threshold are elected, with the votes for elected candidates redistributed based on a transfer factor. The process continues until the number of elected candidates matches the number of positions to be filled or only one candidate remains. Additionally, Section 3 of the bill establishes an ad hoc committee consisting of the city clerk, a member of the board of registrars, two city council members, and three registered voters to revise the city's RCV ordinance. The ad hoc committee will present proposed revisions to the city council for review and approval. Section 2 of the bill, which mandates RCV, will be placed on the ballot for voter approval during the next city election, and if approved, Sections 1 and 3 will take effect. However, implementation of these changes will not occur within 45 days of the approval of the ballot question.


