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Title:				An Act relative to special election scheduling
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CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 54 § 63 – Calling city and town elections; notice: 
Requires aldermen to call city and state elections, directs the city clerk to publicly post election notices and candidate lists (including ballot questions), and mandates these notices be sent to local newspapers at least seven days before the election.

M.G.L. c. 54 §§ 140–144 – Procedures for calling elections to fill vacancies in various offices:
Establishes procedures for issuing precepts and calling elections to fill vacancies in congressional, state legislative, county, and judicial offices, including authority of governors, county commissioners, and courts to appoint temporary replacements until the next general or municipal election, with timing requirements for elections and exceptions if vacancies occur within 60 days of an election.

SUMMARY: 
This bill requires that a special election to fill a vacancy for municipal, county, or state office be held on the date of the next scheduled general municipal or state election called under Sections 62 or 63 (whichever comes first) unless the vacancy occurs within 60 days of that election, in which case the office remains vacant until the following election. 
