JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.842 
 
Title:				An Act to increase the safety and security of unattended ballot 
boxes
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Steven Howitt (Seekonk)
  
Hearing Date:		July 8, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		September 6, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.695); Ordered to study
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A


CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 54 § 71A – Supervision of election officers in cities and towns:
Requires municipal clerks to supervise the activities of election officers.
   
SUMMARY: This bill requires 24-hour video surveillance of all unattended ballot drop boxes. It mandates signage, allows motion-activated cameras, and requires footage to be recorded and retained for at least 22 months after each election.


