JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.844

Title: An Act relative to pay-to-play schemes

Sponsor(s): Rep. Bradley H. Jones, Jr.

Hearing Date: October 21, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: December 20, 2025
 
Prior History: 2023-2024 H.699- Ordered to a House Study 

Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Currently, Massachusetts law under Chapter 55 regulates campaign contributions and political activity but does not specifically restrict contributions from investment advisers to officials of government entities or their subsequent contracting opportunities. There is also no explicit prohibition on soliciting contributions to officials by investment advisers or their partners, executive officers, or solicitors, nor are there defined penalties tied to such conduct.

SUMMARY: This legislation will prohibit investment advisers and their affiliates from making political contributions to government officials who can influence the awarding of investment advisory contracts, and from providing services for compensation within two years of such contributions. It also bars government officials from soliciting or accepting contributions from advisers and then awarding them contracts. Limited exceptions allow small contributions within set dollar limits, and the Office of Campaign and Political Finance may grant exemptions under certain conditions. Violations are punishable by fines, imprisonment, or both, with each offense treated separately.
