JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.847 
 
Title:				An Act relative to election laws
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Brad Jones (North Reading)
  
Hearing Date:		June 17, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		August 16, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		N/A
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A


CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 51 § 47C – Central registry of voters; agreement with Electronic Registration Information Center, Inc: 
Directs the Secretary of the Commonwealth, subject to funding, to maintain a central voter registry containing key information on all registered voters and other residents aged three and older, if provided by local registrars. The registry is not public, but may be shared with designated parties and agencies, and it must also support data sharing with the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC) and local election officials to improve voter roll accuracy and accessibility.

M.G.L. c. 54 § 25B – Early voting; application for early voting ballots; early voting period, sites and lists; counting of early voting ballots: 
Authorizes registered voters to vote in person during a designated early voting period before election day or by mail upon request. The law requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth to set the early voting schedule and ensure municipalities provide accessible early voting locations. It also outlines procedures for applying for and processing early voting ballots, maintaining voter lists, and securing ballot boxes and returns to preserve the integrity of the early voting process.


SUMMARY: 
This bill the Secretary of the Commonwealth to fulfill requests for standard voter registration and voter history data within one week of the request. It also mandates that during early voting periods, the secretary must maintain a daily-updated list of early voters (by mail or in-person) and email this list to state party committees.

Additionally, this bill requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth to provide state party committees with a list of registered voters who have requested a vote-by-mail ballot, at least four times per year.

