JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H. 857

Title: An Act increasing voter participation in primary elections

Sponsor(s): Rep. James M. Murphy

Hearing Date: September 16, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: November 15, 2025
 
Prior History: (2023-2024)- H.710: Ordered to a House Study 
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: This bill would establish a special commission under section 2A of  Chapter 4 of the General Laws.  

SUMMARY: This bill seeks to establish a special commission to study ways to increase voter participation in primary elections, with a focus on evaluating the potential implementation of a “Top Two Primary” system, changes to party convention rules, primary election dates, and the possible elimination of the current party primary system. The commission will include legislators, election officials, representatives from political parties, and advocacy groups, and will submit its findings and legislative recommendations to the Senate and House clerks within six months of the law’s enactment. 
