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CURRENT LAW: Currently, Massachusetts law defines a “contribution” under Chapter 55 to include any gift, subscription, loan, advance, deposit, or payment of money or anything of value made for the purpose of influencing an election, without excluding small-dollar purchases of food, beverages, or goods from political party fundraising events. This means that even nominal purchases at bake sales, farmers’ markets, or community festivals technically count as contributions, regardless of the purchase amount or whether the price exceeds the cost of the goods. 

SUMMARY: This bill amends Chapter 55 of the General Laws by clarifying that payments made by individuals for food, beverages, or goods sold by political party committees at events such as bake sales, farmer’s markets, or community festivals are not considered "contributions" if the total payments do not exceed $10,000 per calendar year. The purchases must be for a nominal price per item, even if the price paid exceeds the cost of the goods sold.

