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CURRENT LAW: Currently, Massachusetts campaign finance law (Chapter 55) does not separately define “in-kind contributions” and does not require ballot question committees at state elections to itemize or report them in the same way monetary contributions are reported. Ballot question committees also follow less frequent reporting schedules than candidate committees, and their treasurers are not explicitly included in the same filing obligations as candidate treasurers. In addition, the law does not require disclosure of liabilities incurred by ballot question committees, and paragraph (5) of Section 18(a) still references ballot question committees. This bill would change those provisions by defining in-kind contributions, eliminating outdated references, imposing stricter disclosure requirements (including reporting of in-kind contributions over $50 and liabilities), and requiring more frequent and detailed campaign finance reporting for ballot question committees when a question appears on the state election ballot.

SUMMARY: The proposed amendments to Chapter 55 of the General Laws introduce new definitions and revise reporting requirements to increase transparency in campaign finance, particularly concerning in-kind contributions and ballot question committees during state elections. Section 1 adds a definition for “in-kind contribution” as any non-monetary item of value provided to a candidate or committee, including free goods or services, discounts, or third-party payments. Section 2 removes certain reporting requirements for political committees supporting or opposing ballot questions at state elections, limiting the provision to independent expenditure PACs. Section 3 eliminates paragraph (5) of subsection (a) in section 18. Section 4 adds a reporting obligation for treasurers of ballot question committees when the question appears on the state ballot. Section 5 requires these committees to disclose in-kind contributions over $50 and newly incurred liabilities, with detailed information on contributors and expenses. Section 6 updates the reporting schedule for such committees, establishing specific filing deadlines before and after the election until all financial obligations are settled.
