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CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 54 § 109A – Audit of votes following presidential general election:
Requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth to conduct a post-election audit after each biennial state election by randomly selecting 3% of precincts statewide to hand-count ballots in races for president, Congress, the state legislature, and one randomly chosen statewide ballot question.. Audits must be conducted in public and begin within 15 days of the election. The results must be compared to the original vote totals to identify discrepancies, but current law does not require detailed public reporting or specify procedures when recounts are requested.

SUMMARY: 
This bill requires hand-counted audits after every biennial state election and regular state primary. It expands the races subject to audit, clarifies procedures when recounts are filed, and mandates that audits begin 15 days after the election and finish before certification. The bill aims to increase transparency by requiring audit results and explanations of any discrepancies to be published online within 30–90 days and retained for at least six years. It allows municipalities to conduct additional audits at their discretion and extends the vote certification timeline from 15 to 21 days. The bill also establishes a risk-limiting audit workgroup to study and recommend methods for more statistically rigorous audits, with a final report due by July 31, 2027.


