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CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 30A § 20 – Open Meeting Law:
Requires all meetings of public bodies to be open to the public, with at least 48 hours' notice (excluding weekends and holidays). Permits limited remote participation by members if a quorum is physically present, subject to regulations by the Attorney General. Ensures public access, orderly conduct, and member certification of understanding the Open Meeting Law.
SUMMARY:
This bill allows Massachusetts towns to modify how they conduct town meetings and public meetings during short-term and long-term emergencies.
· Short-term emergencies (up to 14 days): With approval from the moderator, a town may postpone a scheduled town meeting for up to 14 days if an emergency prevents it from being held. The moderator must give at least 48 hours’ notice of the new meeting date. Actions taken at the rescheduled meeting are legally valid.

· Long-term emergencies (more than 14 days): Towns may request approval from the Attorney General to conduct town meetings or other public meetings using remote procedures authorized under Section 20 of Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, which was originally enacted to allow remote local government meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic. Approval is granted for a specified period, and actions taken under this authorization are ratified as lawful.





