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	BILL NUMBER 
	House, No. 898

	TITLE 
	An Act to end the taking of horseshoe crabs for bait

	SPONSORS
SIMILAR MATTERS 
	Representative Badger
None

	PRIOR HISTORY 
New file; no previous history. 

	SUMMARY 
Chapter 130 of Massachusetts General Law (Division of Marine Fisheries) is amended to include a new section, section 107, detailing the taking of horseshoe crabs for bait.
Section 107 would prohibit the harvesting of horseshoe crabs (Limulus polyphemus) or their eggs from coastal waters for use as bait. However, the director of the Division may issue permits for educational or scientific collection if it won't harm the population. Horseshoe crabs caught unintentionally during legal fishing must be returned unharmed. Possessing molted shells is not penalized. Violations result in a $25 fine per crab, and the division will create regulations to enforce this law.



