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	SUMMARY
This legislation amends Chapter 21N in MGL by adding a new section (Section 12) to establish the Blue Communities Program. The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is charged with creating a blue communities grant program to incentivize municipalities and other local government entities to reduce nutrient pollution and ocean acidification. EEA may integrate the program into existing programs such as the green communities, municipal vulnerability preparedness, and municipal recycling programs. 
To qualify for the blue communities program municipalities must apply (as prescribed by EEA) and adopt at least five of the nine initiatives outlined in the bill, with plans to prioritize environmental justice communities, establish specific metrics and report program expenditures to EEA. 
EEA is to establish a Blue Communities Fund, and may integrate the fund with the existing Global Warming Solutions Trust Fund. Funds are to be appropriated annually by the state and may include funds obtained from offshore wind, cap and invest programs, sales tax on fertilizers, other revenue sources related to environmental initiatives. 
EEA is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations and is tasked with adopting a structure for communities to receive funding that prioritizes communities that adopt more of the nine initiatives outlined in the bill. EEA must also file a report with the House and Senate clerks by September 1 detailing blue communities program expenditures and results.  






