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	BILL NUMBER 
	House, No. 934

	TITLE 
	An Act creating special funds for the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

	SPONSORS
SIMILAR MATTERS 
	Representative Donaghue
None

	PRIOR HISTORY 
New file; No previous history.

	SUMMARY 
Chapter 131 of Massachusetts General Laws is amended to create two special revenue funds to support environmental conservation efforts: The MassWildlife Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Mitigation and Enhancement Fund and the Natural Heritage Mitigation Fund. 
The MassWildlife Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Mitigation and Enhancement Fund will be managed by the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife and financed through sources such as permits, fines, grants, and donations related to inland fish and wildlife. The fund will be used to protect, mitigate damage to, study, and enhance inland wildlife resources, and any unspent funds will carry over annually without reverting to the state’s General Fund. 
The Natural Heritage Mitigation Fund will be administered through the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program and funded by sources related to conservation and management permits, as well as other designated contributions. This fund will be used specifically to mitigate harm to endangered, threatened, and special concern species through habitat management, research, and land protection, and may not be used for general program operations. Like the first fund, it will retain unspent balances and cannot be transferred to the General Fund. If dissolved, its assets will be transferred to the existing Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Fund.




