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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 937

	TITLE
	An Act restricting the use of effluent water in cooling towers

	SPONSORS
	Representative DuBois

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	None

	PRIOR HISTORY
2015-2016: Filed as H3411; Accompanied H3412 and reported favorably by ENRA; Referred to Health Care Financing; Recommended ought to pass; Referred to Rules, Committee recommended ought not to pass  
2017-2018: Filed as H417; Reported to study by ENRA 
2019-2020: Filed as H760; Reported to study by ENRA 
2021-2022: Filed as H891; Reported to study by ENRA  
2023-2024: Filed as H790; Accompanied a study order, H4555, and discharged to the House Committee on Rules; Reported in part, H868, and recommitted to ENR; Reported favorably from ENR	Comment by Christine Barber: are you able to check if this section/particular language was reported favorably at that point?  Or a part of it?  (not necessary for summary, but would be good to know generally)	Comment by Jacob Newman: As with the other two bills, they were referred to study then reported out with H868 which established a study on wastewater and CSO discharges; H868 went back to ENR (a study bill) and was reported favorably.  I guess to answer the question this was not itself reported favorably as it was carried by a study order H4555 and then not included in H868

	SUMMARY
Chapter 21 of Massachusetts General Law is amended to include, after section 27A, a new section, 27B.
Chapter 27B details the prohibition of using effluent water in cooling towers throughout the Commonwealth. A cooling tower is defined as any device that releases waste heat into the air by cooling a water stream. DEP will assist the department in enforcing this rule and may implement additional restrictions as needed.




