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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 939

	TITLE
	An Act to facilitate climate resiliency

	SPONSORS
	Representative Ferrante

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	S560 by Senator Crighton

	PRIOR HISTORY
2023-2024: Filed as H798; Reported favorably by ENR and referred to House Ways and Means.  

	SUMMARY 
Massachusetts General Law, Ch. 91 Section 18C(a), is amended to grant DEP the authority to issue general licenses for publicly beneficial climate resiliency projects as designated by a conservation commission, select board, or mayor, and in accordance with provisions for removal, filling, dredging, and altering land bordering waters as outlined Ch. 131, Section 40.   
The aforementioned section is also amended to include "climate resiliency protection" as an acceptable grounds for such removal, filling, dredging, or alterations of land bordering waters, and exempts "climate resiliency protection projects" from the riverfront area protections outlined in said section.   
The legislation also inserts language into Ch. 131, Section 40, clarifying that publicly beneficial climate resiliency protection projects supporting flood control and storm damage prevention shall not be required to mitigate or minimize through replication the loss of resource areas to projects. The legislation directs DEP to develop a general permitting procedure for such projects that parallels the existing permitting procedure for ecological restoration projects.   





