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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 966

	TITLE
	An Act prohibiting the mistreatment of birds

	SPONSORS
	Representatives Hendricks

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	S.544 by Senator Brownsberger

	PRIOR HISTORY
New file; no previous history.


	SUMMARY
This legislation amends Section 118 of Chapter 94 of Massachusetts General Law (Inspection and Sale of Food and Drugs) to introduce definitions for "bird" (any winged vertebrate, such as ducks or geese), and "force feeding" as a method of inducing birds to eat more than they normally would, often by inserting a tube into their esophagus. The term "poultry" is replaced with "domesticated bird," encompassing ducks and geese, whether living or dead. Additional amendments to Section 127 make it illegal to force-feed birds to enlarge their livers or to employ others to do so, and further prohibit the sale of any products derived from this practice.
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