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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 967

	TITLE
	An Act banning the retail sale of dogs, cats, and rabbits in new pet shops

	SPONSORS
SIMILAR MATTERS
	Representative Higgins
S.651 by Senator O’Connor

	PRIOR HISTORY
2023-2024: Filed as H.826; Redrafted as S.2820 and reported favorably by ENR; Discharged to SWM where no further action was taken 


	SUMMARY
This bill amends Section 39A of Chapter 129 by inserting new sections pertaining to the prohibition of licensed pet shops from selling or offering for sale dogs, cats, or rabbits.  However, pet shops are allowed to provide space for animal rescue or shelter organizations to showcase these animals for adoption, as long as the shop has no ownership interest in them.  The law shall not restrict local governments from setting their own rules on animal sales.  Violations of the sales ban carry civil penalties of up to $1,000 for a first offense, $2,500 for a second, and $5,000 for further violations, with each sale or advertisement counted as a separate offense; repeat offenders may also face license suspension or revocation.  Pet shops that were legally selling these animals before the law takes effect may continue doing so if they maintain a valid license, stay under the same ownership, and operate only from their existing licensed location.  The provisions of this bill shall come into effect on January 1, 2027.




