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SUMMARY
This legislation directs the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs to launch a five-year pilot program to support the research and demonstration of nature-based solutions, as defined in Chapter 21N of the General Laws. This program will establish clear categories and standards for nature-based solutions, streamline permitting and review processes, and prioritize projects that enhance scientific understanding, protect the environment, and reduce wetland impacts. The Secretary of EEA, along with relevant agency heads, will have the authority to modify performance standards for these solutions as necessary.
The program requires the Secretary to submit annual reports to legislative leaders and the Joint Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. Each report must include an outline of the solution categories, an analysis of permit approval timelines, a summary of any performance standard changes, and data evaluating the effectiveness of the projects undertaken through the pilot program.





