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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 986

	TITLE
	An Act relative to the Department of Fish and Game

	SPONSORS
	Representative LaNatra

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	None

	PRIOR HISTORY
New file; No previous history. 

	SUMMARY
Section 8 of Chapter 21A of Massachusetts General Law is amended to update and expand the structure and responsibilities of the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game. This legislation formally establishes the responsibilities of two divisions: the Division of Fishing and Boating Access, responsible for constructing and maintaining public access facilities like boat ramps and fishing areas, and the Division of Ecological Restoration, which focuses on restoring rivers, wetlands, and watersheds in collaboration with various entities, including tribes. The changes also shift authority over certain training and access recommendations from external bodies to these internal divisions, streamlining oversight and improving coordination within the department. 



