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	SUMMARY
This legislation amends Chapter 21 of MGL by adding a new section, Section 68. DEP will create a grant program to administer funding to Massachusetts small businesses for the transition to a circular economy (an economic system that keeps materials, products, and services in circulation for as long as possible). Priority will be given to minority-owned and women-owned businesses, as well as to those that primarily benefit environmental justice populations.
This bill further amends Chapter 21A of MGL by adding a new section, Section 29. The Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) will create a grant program for nonprofits, academic institutions, and businesses to fund research and the development of technologies that improve ocean health and responsible ocean use. Priority will be given to projects with clear environmental benefits, proven technologies, equitable outcomes, and those using time-series data.
Lastly, this bill amends Chapter 69 of MGL by adding a new section, 1U. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will establish the Blue Economy Education Fund which will be used to expand educational development, workforce training, and job placement programs in Blue-STEAM (ocean-related science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) industries. Priority will be given to schools in or serving environmental justice communities.






