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	SUMMARY
Section 1: This bill amends Chapter 111 of MGL by adding a new section, Section 160H “The Safe Drinking Water at School Act.” Schools and child care centers must test all drinking water outlets for lead annually. Schools that have not previously tested under the state's Assistance Program for Lead in School Drinking Water, must complete initial testing within six months of the enactment of this bill.The Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) may adjust testing frequency as needed.  

Drinking water outlets that have elevated lead levels must be shut off immediately until two certified test results show safe levels. Certified point-of-use filters must be installed at all drinking water outlets (except water fountains) within 18 months of the enactment of this bill. Existing water fountains must be replaced with filtered bottle-filling stations at a rate of one per 75 students. Additionally, schools and child care centers must maintain filter maintenance and oversight schedules. If filters do not reduce lead levels, alternative remediation methods must be pursued. 

A school or child care center may receive assistance from their local board of health, public water system, or the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in order to comply with these requirements. Each school and child care center will submit an action plan for preventing lead contamination of water, progress reports pertaining to this action plan, and will submit test results to both the DEP and the Department of Public Health (DPH). All of this information will be publicly shared on each school’s and child care center’s website. 

Parents, teachers, and staff must be notified within one business day if elevated lead levels are found. This notice must contain a summary of the test results, remediation measures, potential health risks, and the contact information of the school’s or child care center’s employee contact designee. Each school and child care center must display warnings at drinking water outlets with elevated lead levels and post maintenance logs and test results. Non-drinking water outlets must be labeled as "not for drinking." 

The DEP can apply interim rules and regulations in order to implement this act. The DEP will issue guidance and standards aligned with EPA recommendations to each school district and child care center. If a school or child care center is unable to meet all requirements within this act, they can apply for a hardship waiver after notifying parents and holding a public meeting. 

If a school or child care center has permanently eliminated lead in drinking water, then they are exempt from this act. 
Section 2: Amends MGL Chapter 29 section 2L to authorize funding for the implementation of the Safe Drinking Water at School Act within the Water Pollution Abatement Revolving Fund.



