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Summary:
This bill requires that newly constructed or significantly altered residential buildings with four or more dwelling units—such as lodging houses, dormitories, and hotels—must have automatic sprinkler systems installed in municipalities that opt to adopt this measure. If the local water supply is insufficient, the fire department chief may approve an alternative fire suppression system in accordance with the State Building Code. Building owners with systems that meet these standards might benefit from reduced fire insurance premiums. The enforcement of these provisions falls under the jurisdiction of the fire department chief. In situations where there is a disagreement with the fire department's decisions regarding this mandate, building owners can appeal to the automatic sprinkler appeals board. This board has the authority to issue waivers or authorize alternative systems for buildings with unique or historical characteristics. Additionally, the bill specifies that it does not limit the ability of the State Building Code to enforce stricter requirements concerning sprinkler systems in residential buildings. However, the mandate for automatic sprinkler installation does not apply to construction projects that obtained approved permits within one year before the bill becomes effective.

