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Bill Number: S1732
 
Name: An Act relative to enhanced fire protection in new one-and two – family dwellings
Sponsor(s): Senator Michael Moore
 
Hearing Date: June 11th at 1 PM in A2 
    
Prior History: Favorable

Summary:

This bill mandates that newly constructed residential buildings with up to two dwelling units in municipalities that choose to implement this requirement be equipped with automatic sprinkler systems, in accordance with the state building code. The requirement is applicable to buildings where the building permit is issued at least one year after the municipality adopts the act. The bill explicitly states that existing buildings are not required to be retrofitted with sprinkler systems. It designates the local fire department chief as the authority responsible for ensuring compliance with these regulations. If individuals are dissatisfied with the decisions or actions of the fire department chief, they have the right to appeal to the board of appeals within forty-five days.
Furthermore, the bill modifies current fire protection regulations by clarifying that the prohibition against the seasonal shut-off of automatic sprinkler systems does not apply to those systems installed under this new provision (section 26J). The exception to the prohibition is valid as long as the shut-off adheres to procedures set by the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations. The Board is also tasked with defining what qualifies as a seasonal shut-off for these systems, ensuring that the procedures are clearly established and followed.

