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Summary:
The bill seeks to restructure and enhance the state's emergency response services for hazardous materials and technical rescues by introducing significant changes to Chapter 22D. It establishes a Division of Special Operations within the Department of Fire Services, which will oversee emergency response teams dedicated to managing hazardous materials and conducting technical rescues. Authority is granted to the State Fire Marshal to categorize the state into distinct technical rescue regions, organize associated services and training, and manage relevant equipment and financial resources.
A key feature of the bill is the creation of a Technical Rescue Coordinating Council, which will advise the State Fire Marshal on establishing standards, procedures, and regulations for technical rescue operations. This council will include members appointed by the governor, encompassing representatives from both the Fire Chiefs’ Association of Massachusetts and the Professional Fire Fighters of Massachusetts.
The Department of Fire Services is mandated to create and periodically update a technical rescue response plan. This plan will define the roles and authority of team leaders and incident commanders during rescue missions, focusing on actions deemed beneficial to the commonwealth. The State Fire Marshal is empowered to promulgate rules governing technical rescue operations.
Financial aspects of the bill include provisions for reimbursing municipalities for specific expenses incurred during technical rescues and an annual stipend for qualified team members. Amendments to Chapter 29 delineate the administration and potential expenditures associated with implementing these initiatives.

