Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3294

TITLE	An Act relative to access to statements of financial interest

SPONSORS			Representative Natalie Blais

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H2991): Study
2021-22 (H3109): Study

SIMILAR MATTERS	None	

CURRENT LAW	Section 3 of Chapter 268B, outlining the power and duties of the ethics commission

SUMMARY
Strikes and replaces subsection (d).  
 
The commission shall allow the public to inspect and copy statements filed with the commission and may charge for administrative costs.  
 
The commission shall publish statements and reports on its website and redact personal information. The commission may exempt certain portions of the statement of financial interest, including the filer’s home address.  









Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3297

TITLE	An Act relative to civil asset forfeiture data reporting

SPONSORS			Representative Nicholas Boldyga

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H2993): Favorable, referred to House W&M
2021-22 (H3233): Favorable, referred to House W&M

SIMILAR MATTERS	None


CURRENT LAW	Section 47 of chapter 94C, outlining property subject to forfeiture to the commonwealth
Section 24W of chapter 90, establishing the procedure for forfeiture of motor vehicles owned by drunk driving offenders
Section 56 of chapter 265, outlining property subject to forfeiture to the commonwealth and procedure for it
Chapter 94C, establishing the Controlled Substances Act

SUMMARY	
Amends Section 47 of Chapter 94C by striking out and inserting a new subparagraph (k)(1) which stipulates that the attorney general, each district attorney and police department for which the state treasurer has established a special law enforcement trust fund shall file an annual report regarding seized assets. 

Adds paragraphs (g), (h), and (i) to Section 24W of chapter 90 which stipulate that the attorney general, each district attorney and police department shall file an annual report, to be public record, regarding seized assets which includes itemized accounts of each seizure and forfeiture. Furthermore, the attorney general, each district attorney and police department for which the state treasurer has established a special law enforcement trust fund shall file an annual report, to be public record, regarding all expenditures therefrom. Annually, the state treasurer shall file a report regarding the aggregate deposits, expenditures, and ending balances for each special law enforcement trust fund for the previous year.

Adds paragraphs (k), (l), and (m) to Section 56 of chapter 265 which stipulates that the attorney general, each district attorney and police department shall file an annual report, to be public record, regarding seized assets with itemized accounts for each seizure and forfeiture. Additionally, the attorney general, each district attorney and police department for which the state treasurer has established a special law enforcement trust fund shall file an annual report regarding all expenditures therefrom. Annually, the state treasurer shall file a report, to be public record, regarding the aggregate deposits, expenditures, and ending balances for each special law enforcement trust fund during the prior calendar year. 

Adds a new section (47B) establishing a seizure and forfeiture case tracking system and searchable public website and outlines the information they must include about seized and forfeited state property.























Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3301

TITLE	An Act further regulating access to public records

SPONSORS			Representative Antonio F. D. Cabral

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H. 2994): Favorable, referred to House W&M
2021-22 (H.3110): Favorable, referred to House W&M

SIMILAR MATTERS	None

CURRENT LAW	Chapter 9, Section 4 governs the right of the secretary to appoint a “Supervisor of Public Records”
Chapter 66, Section 1 governs public records
Chapter 30A
Chapter 66, Section 10 governs copies of records and inspection or 	copy requests. 
Chapter 66, Section 15 governs penalties
Section 1 of chapter 447 of the acts of 1947 govern the publication 	of the substance of debates in the Boston City Council

SUMMARY
Amends various laws related to the classification and maintenance of public records, including chapter 66; eliminates the secretary of state's authority to appoint a supervisor of public records; establishes a public records division in the secretary of state's office, governed by a commission of public records; regulates the membership of the 5 person commission; prohibits commission members from serving in public office during their term of for one year beyond; requires the commission to hire a supervisor of public records; requires the supervisor of public records to ensure the keeping and preservation of records of the commonwealth, municipalities, counties and religious organizations as required by law; allows public records requests to be submitted electronically if a secure system for receiving requests exists; regulates compliance actions for orders directing custodians to produce records; establishes and regulates the membership and operation of the division of public records appeals in the division of administrative law appeals, for the purpose of hearing appeals related to the release or withholding of public records; imposes fines between $500 and $5,000, up to one year imprisonment or both for the removal, alteration, defacing, mutilation or destruction of public records; imposes a fine up to $500 for public officers who refuse to perform duties related to public records.

SECTION 1. Repeals Chapter 9, Section 4, pertaining to right of the secretary to appoint a supervisor of public records. 

SECTION 2. Strikes out and replaces Chapter 66, Section 1. This new section would create a commission of public records to govern the division of public records. This commission will be composed of five members who each will serve for five years. This section also describes how commission members are nominated and stipulations on who can be in the position.

SECTION 3. Inserts after Section 1A, Section 2, which provides that the supervisor to public records shall ensure that the records are in the correct condition required by law for secure preservation and may expend for this purpose as necessary from the amount appropriated for expenses. The supervisor to public records shall adopt regulations of 30A to implement this chapter. 

SECTION 4. Strikes out Section 10, Chapter 66, subsection b and interest a new subsection. This updated subsection includes electronic copy/inspection requests under the list of requests that the custodian of the public record must comply with, additionally what to do if the records is maintained electronically. If the custodian fails to comply, even after supervisor intervention, the supervisor must notify the AG or appropriate district attorney. If the appropriate district attorney or AG fail to achieve enforcement within 60 days, the supervisor may seek compliance through section 10A. This section does not limit administrative or judicial remedies. If the custodian still fails to comply, the Supreme Judicial or Superior Court will have jurisdiction over the complaint. 

SECTION 5. Inserts a new section after section 10, section 10A. This section creates a Division of Public Record Appeals. Furthermore, it describes the positions within this division, qualifications for appointment, and the powers and responsibilities of the division. 

SECTION 6. This section raises fines from between $10-$500 for a violation to $500-$5,000. It also raises the fine for public officer from no more than $20/month to a fine of no more than $500/month based on the length of violation. 

SECTION 7. Amends chapter 447, section 1 of the acts of 1947 by striking out “…providing, that the substance of debates by and among the members of the city council shall not be so published or published elsewhere at the expense of said city”.








Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3316

TITLE	An Act to promote budget transparency and the public’s right to know

SPONSORS			Representative Carol Doherty

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H. 3015): Reported favorably, Referred to HWM
2021-22 (H. 3123): Reported favorably, Referred to HWM

SIMILAR MATTERS	None	

CURRENT LAW	Chapter 10: Department of the State Treasurer

SUMMARY
Inserts a new section into chapter 10. Each year the treasurer with the secretary of state shall mail a summary to every MA taxpayer that shows the total amount of income tax paid to the federal government by MA taxpayers and the dollars appropriated in the prior year’s congressional discretionary budget to housing, education, healthcare, public transit, biomedical research, veterans services, food stamps and assistance, environmental protection, and defense spending. The summary shall also include the commonwealth’s annual budget for the prior fiscal year and display the same allocations as the federal summary.

The information may also be acquired from a nonpartisan, third-party organization that normally compiles this data. 













Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3335

TITLE	An Act relating to access to public records

SPONSORS			Representatives Sean Garballey & Mindy Domb

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H3033): Reported favorably, Referred to HWM, Reported favorably with an amendment H4527, Referred to House Steering, New draft H4527

SIMILAR MATTERS	S2102 (Sen. Barrett – Identical) 

CURRENT LAW	Section 7 of Chapter 66: Custody of old and other records  

SUMMARY
Inserts a new paragraph at the end of section 7. All records held by the state secretary from state institutions for people with intellectual or developmental disabilities or mental health conditions shall be available to the public for copying if it has been 75 years since the creation of the record.



















Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER	House, No. 3345
TITLE	An Act designating Blanding's turtle as the official turtle of the 	Commonwealth
SPONSORS	Representative Kate Hogan
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025
REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H. 3046): Study
2021-22 (H. 3164): Study
SIMILAR MATTERS	None
CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY	
This legislation would designate the Blanding’s turtle as the official turtle of the Commonwealth.





















Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3358

TITLE	An Act establishing building trades recovery week

SPONSORS			Representatives Daniel Hunt and David Biele 
 
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H. 3058): reported favorably, referred to House Steering
2021-22 (H. 3177): reported favorably, referred to House Steering

SIMILAR MATTERS	S2110 (Sen. Nick Collins - Identical)

CURRENT LAW	Chapter 6: Governor’s role, duties, and responsibilities

SUMMARY
This legislation would establish the issuance of an annual proclamation by the Governor to designate the last week in April as Building Trades Recovery Week.






















Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary 
 
 
BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3364 
 
TITLE	An Act relative to online posting of CMRs 
 
SPONSORS			Representative Bradley Jones, Jr. 
 
HEARING DATE		 June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
 
PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H3064): Reported favorably, Referred to HWM
2021-22 (H3180): Reported favorably, Referred to HWM	

SIMILAR MATTERS	None

CURRENT LAW 	Chapter 30: General provisions relative to state departments, commissions, officers, and employees
 
SUMMARY 
Inserts a new section into chapter 30 and requires each agency to post all relevant Code of Massachusetts Regulations (CMR) on the agency website and to update them annually by June 30 of each year.  This will go into effect on July 1, 2027. 



Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER	House, No. 3373
TITLE	An Act relative to the official frog of the Commonwealth
SPONSORS	Representative Michael Kushmerek
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025
REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY	None
SIMILAR MATTERS	None
CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This legislation would designate the Spring Peeper as the official frog of the Commonwealth.	



Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3377

TITLE	An Act relative to microfilm

SPONSORS			Representatives David LeBoeuf and Thomas Moakley

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		None

SIMILAR MATTERS	S2201 (Sen. Oliviera – Identical)

CURRENT LAW	Section 15 of chapter 36: Recording documents method at the registry of deeds

SUMMARY
Amends section 15 of chapter 36 by striking “micrographic process”, which is a process that connects a camera to a microscope to take pictures, and inserts language that the Secretary of the Commonwealth may determine an appropriate format to make copies of the books in the registry of deeds. 



Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER	House, No. 3383
TITLE	An Act designating the song “Roadrunner” as the official rock 	song of the Commonwealth
SPONSORS	Representative David Linsky
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025
REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H3080): Study
2021-22 (H3193): Study
SIMILAR MATTERS	S2218 (Sen. Tarr – Identical)
CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This legislation would designate Jonathan Richman’s song “Roadrunner” as the official rock song of the Commonwealth.


Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3395 

TITLE	An Act elevating the National Guard to a cabinet level position

SPONSORS			Representatives James Murphy and Bruce Ayers

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		None

SIMILAR MATTERS	None

CURRENT LAW	Chapter 6A

SUMMARY
Sections 1-3: Strikes “military department” from certain sections in Chapter 6A and inserts language into the establishment of executive offices to establish a military division. 

Section 4: Inserts a new section in chapter 6A to establish the executive office of the military division. 

Section 5: This section transfers certain employees, rules, property, and functions from the executive of public safety and security to the executive office of the military division. Transfer employees shall retain their positions, compensation, and collective bargaining agreements. All orders, advisories, rules, contracts, records, equipment, facilities, cash, contracts, and leases shall be transferred to the military division.


Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER	House, No. 3396
TITLE	An Act designating the official seasoning of the Commonwealth
SPONSORS	Representative James Murphy
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025
REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H3094): Study
2021-22 (H3210): Study
SIMILAR MATTERS	None
CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This legislation would designate “Bell’s Seasoning” as the official seasoning of the Commonwealth.



Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER	House, No. 3397
TITLE	An Act establishing the official salamander of the Commonwealth
SPONSORS	Representatives Tram Nguyen and Kate Donaghue
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025
REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H3096): Study
2021-22 (H4189): Study
SIMILAR MATTERS	S2151 (Sen. Finegold – Identical)
CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This legislation would establish the blue-spotted salamander as the Commonwealth’s official salamander.


Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER	House, No. 3404
TITLE	An Act naming the Eastern Brook Trout as the official freshwater 	fish of the Commonwealth
SPONSORS	Representative Edward Philips
HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025
REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY	2023-24 (H3096): Study
2021-22 (H3101): Study
SIMILAR MATTERS	None
CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This legislation designates the Eastern Brook Trout as the official freshwater fish of the Commonwealth.


Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3409

TITLE	An Act establishing the official ice cream flavor of the Commonwealth

SPONSORS			Representatives John Rogers and Senator Michael Rush 

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H3107): Study

SIMILAR MATTERS 	None

CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This would make cookies and cream the official ice cream of the Commonwealth.



Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 3438

TITLE	An Act establishing the official sedimentary structure of the Commonwealth

SPONSORS			Representative Susannah Whipps

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY		2023-24 (H3129): Study

SIMILAR MATTERS 	S2115 (Sen. Comerford)

CURRENT LAW		Chapter 2: Establishes emblems of the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
This legislation would designate the Jurassic Armored Mud Ball the official sedimentary structure of the Commonwealth.



Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER		House, No. 4183

TITLE	An Act authorizing the Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance to grant easements in certain parcels of land to the city of Lowell

SPONSORS			Representative Rodney Elliott

HEARING DATE		June 24, 2025

REPORT OUT DATE	August 23, 2025

SIMILAR MATTERS	None

PRIOR HISTORY		None

CURRENT LAW	Chapter 7C: establishes the role of the Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance regarding property owned by the Commonwealth

SUMMARY
DCAMM may grant easements over, under, and through property owned by the Commonwealth and located in Lowell, currently under the care of DCR, to Lowell, solely for the purposes of construction, maintenance, access, operation, replacement, repair, patrol, abandon, and removal of outfall structures and laying of mainline drains. Lowell shall compensate the Commonwealth; all funds received as a result of this conveyance shall be placed in the Conservation Trust.







