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 Title: An Act validating the results of the special election held in the town of Hardwick on January 18, 2025
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 CURRENT LAW:  
Section 51 of Chapter 54 of  the Massachusetts General Laws state that in towns using official ballots the town clerk, at least four days before an election therein, shall cause to be posted in one or more public places the names, residences and designations of all candidates duly nominated to be voted for in the town, substantially in the form of the official ballot.
 
SUMMARY:  
The legislation ratifies all acts and proceedings taken by the Town at its special election held on January 18, 2025. The ratification serves to resolve any question that might arise from the fact that the election was inadvertently held more than ninety days after the October 17, 2024, town meeting at which the preceding Proposition 2 ½ borrowing authorization and appropriation vote was adopted. Through the ballot question, the voters of Hardwick approved a debt exclusion for an $860,000 bond to pay for the costs of a new fire truck. Hardwick’s current fire truck is thirty-seven years old, past the end of its useful life. The Town has already contracted for a replacement, which is ready for delivery. 
