JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS   
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY    
   
  Bill Number: H.814
 Title: An Act enabling children’s right to vote
 Sponsor(s): Rep. Mike Connolly by request of Robin Chen
  Hearing Date: May 6, 2025  
 Reporting Deadline:	 July 5, 2025 
 Prior History: 2023-24 (H670): Ordered to a House Study
Similar Matters: S.508 (Sen. DiDomenico – Identical)
 
 CURRENT LAW:  
Section 42 of Chapter 51 of the Massachusetts General Laws states that registration as a voter shall be by affidavit of registration made in conformity with the requirements of this chapter by any person at least 16 years of age or older. Except as provided in sections 42A and 65.
 
SUMMARY:  
This legislation amends Chapter 51 of the Massachusetts General Laws to expand voter registration and participation. It introduces a definition for “capacity to make voting decisions independently,” ensuring individuals can make informed voting decisions without substantial assistance from caregivers. The amendments modify various time frames,including replacing “years” with “days” in several provisions. Voters lacking independent decision-making capacity are permitted to receive guidance from a family member at polling locations, provided they do not object to the ballot being counted. The legislation establishes non-partisan voter challenge programs in birth centers, childcare facilities, schools, and afterschool programs, aimed at increasing voter registration among eligible individuals. Additionally, individuals under 17 may request inclusion on street lists, and students are encouraged to serve as voter outreach coordinators. This bill would also allow those turning 18 days after the final registration deadline to register and repeal those provisions. 
