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 CURRENT LAW: 
SECTION 2-12 of Article II of the Town Charter of Bridgwater states: (a) Prohibitions - No councilor shall, while a member of the town council, hold any other town office or position. Elected charter commission membership shall not be considered to be a town office or position. No former councilor shall hold any compensated appointive town office or town employment until 1 year after the expiration of his service on the town council. This provision shall not prevent a town officer or employee who has taken a leave of absence from such duties in order to serve as a member of the town council from returning to such office or employment following service as a member of the town council. Any councilor who has been finally convicted of a criminal offense involving misconduct in any elective or appointive public office, trust or employment at any time held by him shall be deemed to have vacated office and shall not be eligible to serve in any other elective or appointive office or position in the town. (b) Term Limits - No person shall be eligible to be elected as a member of the town council if, at any point during the term of office for which the person may be elected, the service of the eligible person would exceed 12 consecutive years on the town council.

SUMMARY: 
The Town Council of Bridgewater has voted to amend Article II, Section 2-12 of the Bridgewater Home Rule Charter by replacing subsection (b) with new language establishing term limits for Town Council members. The amendment prohibits any individual from being elected or appointed as a District or At-Large Councilor if their service during the proposed term would exceed four elected or appointed terms in that role. However, service in one role (District or At-Large) does not disqualify an individual from running for the other. Additionally, any term shorter than 24 months will not count toward the term limit calculation. This amendment will take effect only upon approval by the Town Council, the State Legislature through a Special Act, and a majority vote by the residents of Bridgewater.
