JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.841 
 
Title:				An Act granting the city of Boston the authority to endow legal 
voting rights in municipal elections for city of Boston residents aged 16 and 17 years old
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Russel Holmes (Boston)
  
Hearing Date:		May 6, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		July 5, 2025 
 
Prior History: 
2023-24 (H.692): Ordered to a House Study  
2023-24 (S.429): Ordered to a Senate Study 
 
Similar Matters:		N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 51 § 1 – Qualifications of voters : Massachusetts citizens aged 18 and older are eligible to register and vote in local elections. 

SUMMARY: 
This legislation allows any individuals aged 16 or 17 years old residing in the City of Boston, who otherwise eligible to vote under state law to have their names entered on a list of voters established by the board of election commissioners upon application. Such individuals on the list may vote in any election for local ballot questions.

