JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.855 
 
Title:				An Act extending voting rights in municipal elections to noncitizen 
voters of the Commonwealth
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Sam Montaño (Boston)
  
Hearing Date:		May 6, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		July 5, 2025 
 
Prior History: 
2023-24 (H.706): Ordered to a House Study
2021-22 (H.770): Rep. Mike Connolly, Cambridge; Ordered to a House Study
 
Similar Matters:		N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 51 § 1 – Qualifications of voters : Only U.S. citizens who are at least 18 years old, residents of the municipality, and otherwise qualified may register and vote in elections (municipal, state, or federal).

SUMMARY: 
This bill would create a new Section 1G in Chapter 51, allowing noncitizens with legal immigration status to: register to vote using a special "noncitizen voter registration form"; vote in municipal elections (e.g., mayor, school committee, city council, town meeting, local ballot questions); and run for and serve in municipal elected offices if duly elected.

Noncitizen voters would not be permitted to vote for state or federal offices or on state ballot questions. Municipal officials and the Secretary of State would be required to provide special forms and notify noncitizen voters of their voting rights and limitations, including warnings about federal law risks concerning U.S. citizenship applications.
