JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.861
 
Title:				An Act authorizing local voting rights for permanent resident 
aliens residing in Sharon
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Ted Phillips (Sharon)
  
Hearing Date:		May 6, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		July 5, 2025 
 
Prior History: 
2023-24 (H.3899): Ordered to a House Study

 
Similar Matters:		N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: N/A

SUMMARY: 
This legislation allows lawfully admitted permanent resident aliens in the town of Sharon, who meet all qualifications for voter registration except U.S. citizenship, to register as voters and participate in local elections, local ballot questions, and Town Meetings. The Sharon Select Board is authorized to create regulations and guidelines to implement this provision. However, the act explicitly states that it does not grant permanent resident aliens the right to vote in state or federal elections or on state or federal ballot questions.
