JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.866
 
Title:				An Act enabling cities and towns to extend legal voting rights in 
municipal elections to certain noncitizens of the Commonwealth
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Dave Rogers (Cambridge)
  
Hearing Date:		May 6, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		July 5, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		
2023-24 (H.712): Ordered to a House Study 
2021-22 (H.828): Ordered to a House Study
2019-20 (H.707): Ordered to a House Study  
 
Similar Matters:		N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: 	M.G.L. c. 51 § 1 – Qualifications of voters
This section of MGL establishes the basic qualifications for voter registration. It states that every citizen of the United States who is 18 years of age or older, a resident of a Massachusetts city or town, not otherwise disqualified (such as by reason of criminal conviction or guardianship status as outlined in other sections), is qualified to register to vote in elections held in the Commonwealth. It also specifies that voter registration must comply with constitutional and statutory requirements regarding residence, citizenship, and age. 

SUMMARY: 
This bill would allow cities and towns to opt in, through a vote of their legislative body and subsequent approval by voters on a local ballot, to let certain noncitizen residents (18 years or older) vote in municipal elections for offices like city council, board of selectmen, and school committee, as long as they remain residents.

Eligible noncitizens would have to declare (under penalty of perjury) that they reside in the municipality and intend in good faith to pursue U.S. citizenship if eligible.
Importantly, this bill would not grant noncitizens the right to vote in state or federal elections.
Local election officials would be tasked with creating the necessary forms, regulations, and procedures.

The law would only take effect in a city or town if a majority of voters approve it in a municipal or state election.
