JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS 
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.838 
 
Title:				An Act authorizing a special election in the City of Methuen to fill 
a vacancy in the Office of Mayor 
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Ryan Hamilton (Methuen)
  
Hearing Date:		May 6, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		July 5, 2025 
 
Prior History: 	N/A
 
 
Similar Matters:	N/A
 
Current Law:		N/A
   
Summary: 
This act authorizes the City Council of Methuen to fill a mayoral vacancy by calling a special election to be held no sooner than 64 days after the call and no later than December 14, 2024. To appear on the ballot, candidates must submit nomination papers with at least 150 certified voter signatures. No preliminary election shall be held. Except as otherwise provided, all other nomination and election procedures shall follow the city charter and applicable laws. Actions taken consistent with this act prior to its effective date of October 7, 2024, are hereby ratified, validated, and confirmed. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

