UNCORRECTED PROOF.

The Commontwealth of Massachugetts

JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026.

[4]




UNCORRECTED PROOF.

JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

Thursday, January 15, 2026.

Met according to adjournment at eleven o’clock A.M., in an Informal Session,
with Mr. Donato of Medford in the Chair (having been appointed by the Speaker,
under authority conferred by Rule 5, to perform the duties of the Chair).

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Donato), the members, guests and employees
joined with him in reciting the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Resignation of Representative Blais of Deerfield.

The following communication was read; and spread upon the records of the
House, as follows:

January 9, 2026.

Timothy Carroll

Clerk of the House of Representatives
State House — Room 145

Boston, MA 02133

Mr. Clerk:

I am writing today to inform you that I have made the difficult decision to resign
as State Representative on January 19, 2026.

Serving the 29 communities of the 1% Franklin District over the past seven years
has been a great honor and a privilege. When I first ran for this seat, I promised that
I would work to elevate the strengths of the most rural district in the Commonwealth
while addressing the challenges we have faced after decades of disinvestment.

I am proud of our successful efforts to fight for regional equity, support farms
and the local food system, protect our environment and natural resources, increase
Rural School Aid, strengthen our public transit system, secure additional funding for
public infrastructure, prevent sexual and domestic violence, and so much more.

I will never be able to thank my family enough for their patience, love and
support. I am deeply grateful to the Speaker of the House, my colleagues in the
Legislature and my dedicated staff for their shared commitment to public service.
Finally, I want to thank the constituents of the 1*' Franklin District who entrusted me
to serve them in the Legislature.

It has been the honor of a lifetime to serve as a member of the Massachusetts
House of Representatives.

Sincerely,
NATALIE M. BLAIS.
State Representative
1* Franklin District
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Guests of the House.

At the beginning of the session, the Chair (Mr. Donato of Medford), declared a
brief recess and introduced, seated in the Chamber, the Wellesley High School girls
swim team, who won their sixth Division 2 state swim and diving championship last
fall. They were accompanied by their assistant coach Kira McCormick. They were
the guests of Ms. Peisch of Wellesley.

Orders.

The following orders were referred, under Rule 24, to the committee on Rules:

Order (filed by Representatives Gordon of Bedford and Ayers of Quincy)
relative to extending until Wednesday, March 18, 2026 the time within which the
committee on Education is authorized to report on current House documents (House,
No. 4930).

Order (filed by Representatives Ryan of Boston and Higgins of Leominster)
relative to extending until Wednesday, March 18, 2026 the time within which the
committee on Public Service is authorized to report on current House documents
(House, No. 4926).

Mr. Galvin of Canton, for the committee on Rules, reported that the orders ought
to be adopted. Under suspension of the rules, in each instance, on motion of Mr.
Arciero of Westford, the orders were considered forthwith; and they were adopted.

Communications.

Communications

From the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (see Section 2SSSS
of Chapter 29 of the General Laws) submitting the MassHealth Delivery System
Reform Incentive Program (DSRIP) legislative report for the first quarter of fiscal
year 2025;

From the Office of the Comptroller (see item 1595-1068 of Section 2E of
Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025, as amended by Sections 84 and 85 of Chapter 14 of
the Acts of 2025) submitting the revised Medical Assistance Trust Fund transfer
schedule for fiscal year 2025;

From the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (see item 4000-0601
of Section 2 of Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting the transfer certification to
the Medicare Savings program from the prescription advantage program and the
Health Safety Net Trust Fund for fiscal year 2024;

From the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (see item 4000-0300
contained in Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) submitting the MassHealth
report on caseload and utilization methodology for fiscal year 2025;

From the Department of Public Health (see item 4512-2022 of Section 2 of
Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024 and item 1599-2025 of Section 2A of Chapter 102
of the Acts of 2021) submitting the Health Excellence Grant and American Rescue
Plan Funding Distribution report for fiscal year 2024; and

Severally were placed on file.
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Annual Report.

The annual report of the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities
(under Section 101 of Chapter 358 of the Acts of 2020) submitting its Housing Choice
Initiative annual report for calendar year 2024, was placed on file.

Petitions.

Representative Gomez of Easthampton presented a petition (accompanied by
bill, House, No. 4964) of Homar Gémez (by vote of the town) that the town of South
Hadley be authorized to grant additional licenses for the sale of all alcoholic
beverages in said town; and the same was referred to the committee on Consumer
Protection and Professional Licensure. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Petitions severally were presented and referred as follows:

By Representative Gallagher of Bridgewater, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12)
of Dennis C. Gallagher for legislation to establish tax exemptions for certain veteran’s
clubs and organizations.

By Representative Rogers of Norwood and Senator Rush, a joint petition
(subject to Joint Rule 12) of John H. Rogers and others that the commissioner of the
Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance be authorized to take by
eminent domain a certain parcel of land in the town of Norwood.

By Representative Vitolo of Brookline, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Tommy Vitolo relative to the electoral count and presidential electors.

Severally, under Rule 24, to the committee on Rules.

Reports of Committees.

By Mr. Honan of Boston, for the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling,
that the following House bills be scheduled for consideration by the House:

Directing the city of Boston Police Department to waive the maximum age
requirement for police officers for Luis Cabral (House, No. 4349) [Local Approval
Received];

Establishing a sick leave bank for Marnie Jean Goldstein, an employee of the
Department of Children and Families (House, No. 4888); and

Establishing a sick leave bank for William Blalock, an employee of the Suffolk
county sheriff’s office (House, No. 4908);

Under suspension of Rule 7A, in each instance, on motion of Mr. Walsh of
Peabody, the bills severally were read a second time forthwith; and they were ordered
to a third reading.

By Mr. Galvin of Canton, for the committee on Rules, on House, No. 4905,
reported, in part, a Bill relative to foster care recruitment (House, No. 250). Read; and
referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. Hunt of Boston, for the committee on Election Laws, on House, No.
4185, an Order relative to authorizing the committee on Election Laws to make an
investigation and study of a certain House document relative to the nomination
process for candidates for town meeting in the town of Milford (House, No. 4925).
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Referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committees, reported asking to be
discharged from further consideration of the order; and recommending that the same
be referred to the House committee on Rules.

Under Rule 42, the report was considered forthwith; and it was accepted.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committee on Rules, reported on
the foregoing order a Bill relative to the nomination process for candidates for town
meeting in Milford (House, No. 4185) [Local Approval Received]. Read; and
referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling.

By Ms. Barber of Somerville, for the committee on Environment and Natural
Resources, on House, Nos. 989, 1055, 1056, 3935 and 4512, an Order relative to
authorizing the committee on Environment and Natural Resources to make an
investigation and study of certain House documents relative to animal testing, striped
bass, horn trafficking and parks (House, No. 4928). Referred, under Joint Rule 29, to
the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committees, reported asking to be
discharged from further consideration of the order; and recommending that the same
be referred to the House committee on Rules.

Under Rule 42, the report was considered forthwith; and it was accepted.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committee on Rules, reported, in
part, on the foregoing order a Bill concerning the use of animals in product testing
(House, No. 989).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to the conservation of Atlantic striped bass (House,
No. 1055).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to the conservation of striped bass (House, No. 1056).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to ivory and rhinoceros horn trafficking (House, No.
3935).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill modernizing the governance of Port Authority parks in East
Boston (House, No. 4512).

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. Murphy of Weymouth, for the committee on Financial Services, on
House, No. 48 and a part of 35, an Order relative to authorizing the committee on
Financial Services to make an investigation and study of a certain House document
relative to establishing a Massachusetts Baby Bonds program (House, No. 4929).

Referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of the two branches,
acting concurrently.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committees, reported asking to be
discharged from further consideration of the order; and recommending that the same
be referred to the House committee on Rules.

Under Rule 42, the report was considered forthwith; and it was accepted.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committee on Rules, reported on
the foregoing order a Bill establishing a Massachusetts Baby Bonds program (House,
No. 48). Read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and Means..
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By Mr. Murphy of Weymouth, for the committee on Financial Services, on
House, Nos. 1093, 1094, 1095, 1102, 1103, 1104, 1113, 1121, 1143, 1158, 1180,
1186, 1207, 1209, 1211, 1226, 1232, 1244, 1259, 1281, 1284, 1327, 1336, 1338,
1345, 3933, 3947, 4061, 4112, 4260 and 4352, an Order relative to authorizing the
committee on Financial Services to make an investigation and study of certain House
documents relative to insurance and banking issues (House, No. 4931). Referred,
under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting
concurrently.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committees, reported asking to be
discharged from further consideration of the order; and recommending that the same
be referred to the House committee on Rules.

Under Rule 42, the report was considered forthwith; and it was accepted.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committee on Rules, reported on
the foregoing order a Bill relative to the use of virtual credit cards by dental insurance
providers (House, No. 4260). Referred, under Joint Rule 1E, to the committee on the
Health Care Financing.

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill creating a commission to study unemployment insurance
reform (House, No. 1209). Read; and referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees
on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill studying property insurance premiums on non-profit
organizations (House, No. 1121).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill to encourage retirement planning (House, No. 1143).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill ensuring life insurance coverage while taking Paid Family and
Medical Leave (House, No. 1180).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to pet insurance in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts (House, No. 1186).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill to protect users of electronic branches (House, No. 1211).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to secure choice retirement savings plan (House, No.
1226).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill enhancing homebuyer awareness by providing notice to
persons purchasing property in a flood zone (House, No. 1345).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to the Massachusetts Credit Union Share Insurance
Corporation (House, No. 3933).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to the examination of insurance company mergers
(House, No. 3947).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to protecting against workers compensation premium
fraud (House, No. 4061).
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The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to firefighting water supplies and a state cistern
program (House, No. 4112).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to travel insurance (House, No. 4352).

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and
Means.

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to notifying broker prior to termination of coverage
(House, No. 1094).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill protecting the use of bank names, trade names and trademarks
in electronic communications (House, No. 1102).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill regarding public insurance adjusters (House, No. 1113).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill making changes to certain references in the banking laws of
the Commonwealth (House, No. 1232).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill relative to access to Paid Family and Medical Leave and
unemployment insurance for graduate student workers (House, No. 1336).

The same member, for said committee on Rules, reported, in part, on the
foregoing order, a Bill allowing fair compensation of Massachusetts credit union
directors (House, No. 1338).

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy
and Scheduling.

By Mr. Madaro of Boston, the committee on Revenue, on a petition, a Bill
relative to the electronic filing of certain forms used in property valuation (House,
No. 3093).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill providing
volunteer firefighters and emergency medical technicians with a local option real
estate tax exemption (House, No. 3132).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to the
electronic filing of certain forms used in property valuation (House, No. 3176).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to the
delivery of property tax bills (House, No. 3219).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill regarding late
payments and interest rates for real estate bills and personal property taxes (House,
No. 3238).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to the
establishment of a Milton means-tested property tax exemption (House, No. 4094)
[Local Approval Received].

By the same member, for the same committee, on a joint petition, a Bill relative
to real property tax deferrals in the town of Wellesley (House, No. 4143) [Local
Approval Received].

By the same member, for the same committee, on a joint petition, a Bill
authorizing the town of Marblehead to establish a means-tested senior citizen
property tax exemption (House, No. 4225) [Local Approval Received].

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill authorizing
the town of Wrentham to exempt from taxation certain real estate owned and occupied
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by the surviving spouse of Wrentham Deputy Chief George C. Labonte (House, No.
4269) [Local Approval Received].

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy
and Scheduling.

Engrossed Bills.

Engrossed bills

Amending the charter of the town of Provincetown (see House, No. 4175); and

Amending the charter of the city of Greenfield (see House, No. 4379);

(Which severally originated in the House);

Severally having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for
final passage, were passed to be enacted; and they were signed by the acting Speaker
and sent to the Senate.

Orders of the Day.

The Senate amendment of the House Bill authorizing the commissioner of
Capital Asset Management and Maintenance to convey a certain parcel of land in the
town of Wellesley (House, No. 4363), reported by the committee on Bills in the Third
Reading to be correctly drawn, was adopted, in concurrence.

House bills

Relative to the board of water commissioners of the Dalton fire district (House,
No. 4721); and

Authorizing the town of Milton to grant additional licenses for the sale of all
alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises (House, No. 4813);

Severally reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly
drawn, were read a third time; and they were passed to be engrossed. Severally sent
to the Senate for concurrence.

The House Bill relative to the annual town meeting for the town of Orange
(House, No. 4717), reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be
correctly drawn, was read a third time.

Pending the question on passing the bill to be engrossed, Mr. Walsh of Peabody
moved to amend it by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
thereof the following:

“SECTION 1. Chapter 56 of the acts of 2008 is hereby repealed.

SECTION 2. The annual town meeting for the town of Orange shall be held on
the second Monday in May.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.”.

The amendment was adopted; and the bill (House, No. 4717, amended) was
passed to be engrossed. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

The House Bill to protect consumers by further defining subprime loans (House,
No. 1110), was read a third time.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading reported asking to be discharged
from further consideration of the bill; and the report was accepted.
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Pending the question on passing the bill to be engrossed, it was referred, on
motion of Mr. Walsh of Peabody, to the committee on Ways and Means.

Order.

On motion of Mr. Mariano of Quincy,—
Ordered, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday
next at eleven o’clock A.M.

Representative Murray of Milford moves that when the House adjourns today, it
do so in respect to the memory of Salvatore C. Cimino, a member of the House from
Milford in 1979 and 1980, inclusive; and the motion prevailed.

Accordingly, at fifteen minutes after eleven o’clock A.M., on motion of Mr.
Howitt of Seekonk (Mr. Donato of Medford being in the Chair), the House adjourned,
to meet the following Tuesday at eleven o’clock A.M., in an Informal Session.

Next
sitting.
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