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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE.

Thursday, February 5, 2026.

Met according to adjournment at eleven o’clock A.M., in an Informal Session,
with Mr. Garballey of Arlington in the Chair (having been appointed by the Speaker,
under authority conferred by Rule 5, to perform the duties of the Chair).

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Garballey), the members, guests and employees
joined with him in reciting the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Silent Prayer.

At the request of Mr. Murray of Milford, the members, guests, and employees
stood in a moment of silent tribute for the Honorable Francis J. Larkin of Hopedale,
who passed away on January 16, 2026, at the age of 92.

Judge Larkin devoted his life to public service, education, and the pursuit of
justice. He earned his JD and LLM from Georgetown University Law Center and
served in the United States Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps, retiring as a
Colonel. He later joined Boston College Law School, serving as a professor,
Associate Dean, and Acting Dean.

Appointed Special Justice of the Newton District Court in 1970, Judge Larkin
went on to serve as Presiding Justice of the Milford District Court from 1972 to 1992
and on the Appellate Division of the Massachusetts District Court.

Following his retirement from the bench, Judge Larkin served as Dean,
Chancellor, and Professor at Southern New England School of Law, guiding the
institution through ABA accreditation and its transition to UMass School of Law.

The members of the House extend their sincere condolences to his family,
colleagues, students, and the community he served so faithfully.

Guests of the House.

At the beginning of the session, the Chair (Mr. Garballey of Arlington), declared
a brief recess and introduced, seated in the Chamber, 7" and 8" grade students from
Four Rivers Charter Public School. The school, located in Greenfield, prides itself on
its dedication to educating young people for lives of learning and service. They were
the guests of Representatives Whipps of Athol and Saunders of Belchertown.

At the beginning of the session, the Chair (Mr. Garballey of Arlington), declared
a brief recess and introduced, seated in the Chamber, the Medfield High School girls
soccer team, who won their third state championship last fall. They were the guests
of Mr. Vaughn of Wrentham.
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Resolutions (filed with the Clerk by Representatives McKenna of Sutton and
Frost of Auburn) congratulating Oxford Fire Chief Laurent R. McDonald after forty-
five years of dedicated public service, were referred, under Rule 85, to the committee
on Rules.

Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committee, reported that the resolutions ought to
be adopted. Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Donato of Medford, the
resolutions (reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly
drawn) were considered forthwith; and they were adopted.

Order.

There being no objection,— Mr. Mariano of Quincy offered an Order relative to
the establishment of a special joint committee for the purpose of considering the
initiative petitions transmitted to the Clerk of the House of Representatives by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth in accordance with the requirements of Article
XLVII of the Amendments to the Constitution (House, No. 5011).

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Donato of Medford, the order
was considered forthwith; and it was adopted. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Communications.

Communications

From the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (see Section 39M (L)
of Chapter 30 of the General Laws) submitting its Highway Owners Representative
annual report for fiscal year 2025;

From the Executive Office for Administration and Finance and the Executive
Office for Housing and Livable Communities (see Section 10 of Chapter 1 and
Section 88 of Chapter 73 of the Acts of 2025 and Section 19 of Chapter 88 of the Acts
of 2024) submitting the January 8, 2026 biweekly report on the emergency housing
assistance program;

From the Committee for Public Counsel Services (see item 0321-1500 of Section
2 of Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting its expected surplus or deficiency of
items for fiscal year 2026;

From the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (see item 8000-0600 of
Section 2 of Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting the FIFA World Cup Boston
2026 Public Safety and Transportation Preparation and Budgeting Readiness report;

From the Office of the Comptroller (see item 1595-1069 of Section 2E of
Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting the Health Information Technology Trust
Fund transfer schedule for fiscal year 2026; and

From the Chief Justice of the Trial Court (see Section 5 of Chapter 205 of the
Acts of 2008) submitting the prosecution and deposition of certain cases which
involved child protection offenses for fiscal year 2025;

Severally were placed on file.

Annual and Special Reports.

The annual report of the Executive Office for Administration and Finance (under
Section 2HHHHHH(d) of Chapter 29 of the General Laws) submitting the inaugural
report on the activities of the Disaster Relief and Resiliency Fund for calendar year
2025; and
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A report of the Executive Office of Aging and Independence (under Section 32
of Chapter 197 of the Acts of 2024, as amended by Section 70 of Chapter 14 of the
Acts of 2025) submitting the Massachusetts Assisted Living Residence (ALR)
Commission report;

Severally were placed on file.

Initiative Petitions.

Initiative petition of Andrew B. Mikula, and others for the passage of An Act to
allow single-family homes on small lots in areas with adequate infrastructure (House,
No. 5000) (received on January 7, 2026, from the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
having been transmitted by him to the Clerk of the House of Representatives as
required by Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution), was referred,
under said Article and Rule 24, to the Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions.
Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of Norma B. Shulman, and others for the passage of An Act
relative to election day registration (House, No. 5001) (received on January 7, 2026,
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the
Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of Angie An-Chi Tso, and others for the passage of An Act to
restore a sensible marijuana policy (House, No. 5002) (received on January 7, 2026,
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the
Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of Danielle Susan Allen, and others for the passage of An Act
to implement all-party state primaries (House, No. 5003) (received on January 7,
2026, from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the
Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of Danielle Susan Allen, and others for the passage of An Act
to improve access to public records (House, No. 5004) (received on January 7, 2026,
from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to the
Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the
Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of David John O’Neill, and others for the passage of An Act
to protect water and nature (House, No. 5005) (received on January 7, 2026, from the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to the Clerk of the
House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the
Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the Special Joint
Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.
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Initiative petition of Christopher Robert Anderson, and others for the passage of
An Act relative to limiting state tax collection growth and returning surpluses to
taxpayers (House, No. 5006) (received on January 7, 2026, from the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the
Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the Special Joint
Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of James John Stergios, and others for the passage of An Act
relative to reducing the state personal income tax rate from 5% to 4% (House, No.
5007) (received on January 7, 2026, from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having
been transmitted by him to the Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by
Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said
Article and Rule 24, to the Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the
Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of Adam Gomez, and others for the passage of An Act to
protect tenants by limiting rent increases (House, No. 5008) (received on January 7,
2026, from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the
Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of Vicki Jean McAuley, and others for the passage of An Act
relative to labor relations policies for committee for public counsel services
employees (House, No. 5009) (received on January 7, 2026, from the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to the Clerk of the House of
Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the
Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the Special Joint
Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Initiative petition of John A. Lippitt, and others for the passage of An Act to
reform and regulate legislative stipends (House, No. 5010) (received on January 7,
2026, from the Secretary of the Commonwealth, having been transmitted by him to
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as required by Article XLVIII of the
Amendments to the Constitution), was referred, under said Article and Rule 24, to the
Special Joint Committee on Initiative Petitions. Sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Petitions.

Petitions severally were presented and referred as follows:

By Representative Arciero of Westford, a petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 5075) of James Arciero (by vote of the town) that the town of Westford be
authorized to grant one additional license for the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be
drunk off the premises in said town. To the committee on Consumer Protection and
Professional Licensure.

By Representative Luddy of Orleans and Senator Cyr, a joint petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 5076) of Hadley Luddy (by vote of the town)
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relative to reducing the use of toxic pesticides in the town of Eastham. To the
committee on Environment and Natural Resources.
Severally sent to the Senate for concurrence.

Petitions severally were presented and referred as follows:

By Representatives Frost of Auburn and Marsi of Charlton, a petition (subject to
Joint Rule 12) of Paul K. Frost, John J. Marsi and others that the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation designate a segment of State Route 20 in the town of
Oxford as the Brodeur curve in honor of Michael and Kyle Brodeur of Charlton.

By Representative Montafio of Boston, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of
Samantha Montafio relative to long-term coverage of gender affirming care
medications.

By Representative Scanlon of North Attleborough, a petition (subject to Joint
Rule 12) of Adam J. Scanlon for legislation to prevent repricing for individuals based
on consumer engagement.

Severally, under Rule 24, to the committee on Rules.

Papers from the Senate.

Bills

Designating the last week in April as Building Trades Recovery Week (Senate,
No. 2110) (on a petition);

Authorizing the city of Taunton to establish a separate billing rate for water
supplied to manufactured housing communities (Senate, No. 2652) (on a petition)
[Local Approval Received]; and

Providing accidental death benefits for the surviving spouse of a former
firefighter of the city of Boston (Senate, No. 2574) (on a petition);

Severally passed to be engrossed by the Senate, were read; and they were
referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling.

A petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2939) of Kelly A. Dooner and
Justin Thurber (by vote of the town) for legislation relative to the appointment of
retired police officers as special police officers in the town of Dighton, was referred,
in concurrence, to the committee on Public Service.

Reports of Committees.

By Mr. Galvin of Canton, for the committee on Rules and the committees on
Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on
the following petitions:

Petition (accompanied by bill) of Marjorie C. Decker relative to family support
and poverty alleviation. To the committee on Children, Families and Persons with
Disabilities.

Petition (accompanied by bill) of Tommy Vitolo relative to the electoral count
and presidential electors. To the committee on Election Laws.

Petition (accompanied by bill) of Alice Hanlon Peisch for legislation to regulate
the operation of medical spas. To the committee on Public Health.

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Wong of Saugus, the reports
were considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 then was suspended, in each instance.
Severally sent to the Senate for concurrence.
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By Mr. Honan of Boston, for the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling,
that the following House bills be scheduled for consideration by the House:

Relative to preventing home insurers from forcing tree removal (House, No.
1316);

To maintain stable housing for families with pets (House, No. 1559);

Enhancing public safety in the town of Stoneham (House, No. 2800) [Local
Approval Received];

Facilitating the appropriation and expenditure of community preservation funds
for community housing purposes in the town of Chatham (House, No. 4289) [Local
Approval Received];

Further regulating the Year-round Market Rate Rental Housing Trust Fund in
the town of Provincetown (House, No. 4311) [Local Approval Received];

Regarding the disability pension of Christopher Taylor (House, No. 4902) [Local
Approval Received]; and

Establishing a sick leave bank for Sonia Felix, an employee of the Department
of Transitional Assistance of the Commonwealth (House, No. 5014);

Under suspension of Rule 7A, in each instance, on motion of Ms. Whipps of
Athol, the bills severally were read a second time forthwith; and they were ordered to
a third reading.

By Mr. Galvin of Canton, for the committees on Rules, that the Bill establishing
a special commission on micro-transit (House, No. 4649), ought to pass. Referred,
under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. Murphy of Weymouth, for the committee on Financial Services, on
House, Nos. 1170, 1189 and 1307, an Order relative to authorizing the committee on
Financial Services to make an investigation and study of certain House documents
relative to health insurance mandated benefit bills (House, No. 5048).

By Mr. Arciero of Westford, for the committee on Transportation, on House,
Nos. 3618, 3625, 3663, 3671, 3797 and 3800, an Order relative to authorizing the
committee on Transportation to make an investigation and study of certain House
documents relative to aviation and miscellaneous matters (House, No. 5049).

Severally referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of the two
branches, acting concurrently.

Subsequently, Mr. Galvin of Canton, for said committees, reported, in each
instance, asking to be discharged from further consideration of the orders; and
recommending that the same severally be referred to the House committee on Rules.

Under Rule 42, the reports severally were considered forthwith; and they were
accepted.

By Ms. Barber of Somerville, for the committee on Environment and Natural
Resources, on a petition, a Bill relative to the use of chlorpyrifos in the
Commonwealth (House, No. 962).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to protect
pollinator habitat (House, No. 981).

Severally read; and referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of
the two branches, acting concurrently.

By Mr. Murphy of Weymouth, for the committee on Financial Services, on a
petition, a Bill directing the division of insurance to regularly report on the
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performance of the merged non-group and small-group health insurance markets
(House, No. 1236).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1096, a Bill
relative to rate equity for community health centers (House, No. 5015).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1117, a Bill
promoting and enhancing the sustainability of birth centers and the midwifery
workforce (House, No. 5016).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1130, a Bill
relative to telehealth and digital equity for patients (House, No. 5017).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1141, a Bill
increasing access to acute hospital at home services (House, No. 5018).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1218, a Bill
relative to access to health care (House, No. 5019).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1267, a Bill
relative to unilateral contract changes (House, No. 5020).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1333, a Bill to
expand the doula workforce (House, No. 5021).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1343, a Bill
relative to direct primary care (House, No. 5022).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1147, a Bill
relative to the sustainability of public health dental hygienists through adequate
reimbursements (House, No. 5037).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1198, a Bill to
improve patient access to non-emergency medical transportation (House, No. 5038).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1215, a Bill to
assess the current status of the merged market (House, No. 5039).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1249, a Bill
relative to PANDAS/PANS screening in medical/clinical settings (House, No. 5040).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1257, a Bill
relative to ensuring treatment for genetic craniofacial conditions (House, No. 5041).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1261, a Bill
protecting patients from surprise bills related to emergency ambulance service
(House, No. 5042).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1291, a Bill further
clarifying the delivery of health care (House, No. 5043).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1292, a Bill
relative to financial services contracts for dental benefits corporations (House, No.
5044).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 1306, a Bill
ensuring transparency in the practice of dental leased networks (House, No. 5045).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 4622, a Bill to
protect the lives of student athletes; Freddy’s law (House, No. 5046).

Severally referred, under Joint Rule 1E, to the committee on Health Care
Financing.

By Mr. Livingstone of Boston, for the committee on Children, Families and
Persons with Disabilities, on a petition, a Bill to amend the safe haven law to extend
the timeframe for voluntary placement of newborns (House, No. 199).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to
children’s advocacy centers and the Massachusetts children’s alliance (House, No.
233).
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By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to provide
notice to counsel of changes in a child’s placement and other events (House, No. 267).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to protect
maternal health (House, No. 272).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill allowing
certain minors to consent to supportive services (House, No. 290).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to promote
equitable hair care for children in state custody (House, No. 4216).

By Ms. Barber of Somerville, for the committee on Environment and Natural
Resources, on a petition, a Bill relative to improving pesticide protections for
Massachusetts schoolchildren (House, No. 124).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to the
pesticide board (House, No. 932).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill governing the
use of pesticides containing the herbicide substance Glyphosate in the
Commonwealth (House, No. 950).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill empowering
vulnerable municipalities to protect residents and the environment from harmful
pesticides (House, No. 954).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill establishing
an ecologically-based mosquito management program in the Commonwealth to
protect public health (House, No. 985).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill responding
to the threat of invasive species (House, No. 1033).

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, Nos. 108 and 1041, a
Bill to protect pollinators and public health (House, No. 1041).

By Mr. Rogers of Cambridge, for the committee on Higher Education, on a
petition, a Bill establishing the John F. Kennedy service scholarship program for
student debt relief for peace corps, americorps, and commonwealth corps alumni
(House, No. 1421).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to the
Honorable George V. Kenneally, Jr. (House, No. 1440).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill designating
the Senator Bill Owens Center at the University of Massachusetts Boston (House, No.
1468).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a joint petition, a Bill relative
to Hispanic-serving institutions (House, No. 4544).

By Mr. McMurtry of Dedham, for the committee on Labor and Workforce
Development, on House, No. 2190, a Bill relative to sexual harassment workplace
training (House, No. 5023).

By Mr. Madaro of Boston, for the committee on Revenue, on a petition, a Bill to
promote jobs and economic growth in tourism, visitation and hospitality (House, No.
3031).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to the
bundled cell phone taxation (House, No. 3045).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to
regional ballot initiatives (House, No. 3050).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to promote
employee ownership (House, No. 3079).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to
embarkation fees (House, No. 3080).
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By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill establishing
the micro business fund (House, No. 3111).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill allowing peer-
to-peer cardrooms (House, No. 3177).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to
bundled cellular telephone transactions (House, No. 3227).

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill advancing
renewable heating solutions for the Commonwealth (House, No. 3230).

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and
Means.

Engrossed Bill.

The engrossed Bill providing for the recall of elected officers of the town of
Sharon (see House, No. 862) (which originated in the House), having been certified
by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage, was passed to be
enacted; and it was signed by the acting Speaker and sent to the Senate.

Orders of the Day.

Senate bills

Directing the police department of the city of Boston to waive the maximum age
requirement for police officers for Antonio Pires (Senate, No. 27); and

Directing the city of Boston Police Department to waive the maximum age
requirement for police officer Cherell Mellace (Senate, No. 1907);

Severally reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly
drawn, were read a third time; and they were passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

House bills

Directing the city of Boston police department to waive the maximum age
requirement for police officers for Jonathan Telfort (House, No. 4255); and

Directing the city of Boston Police Department to waive the maximum age
requirement for police officers for Jose Ortiz (House, No. 4256);

Severally reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly
drawn, were read a third time; and they were passed to be engrossed. Severally sent
to the Senate for concurrence.

Order.

On motion of Mr. Mariano of Quincy,—
Ordered, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet on Monday
next at eleven o’clock A.M.

At a quarter after eleven o’clock A.M., on motion of Mrs. Kane of Shrewsbury
(Mr. Garballey of Arlington being in the Chair), the House adjourned, to meet the
following Monday at eleven o’clock A.M., in an Informal Session.
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