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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE. 
 

———————————— 
 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025. 
 

  

Met according to adjournment at eleven o’clock A.M., in an Informal Session, 
with Mr. Garballey of Arlington in the Chair (having been appointed by the Speaker, 
under authority conferred by Rule 5, to perform the duties of the Chair). 

  

   
At the request of the Chair (Mr. Garballey), the members, guests and employees 

joined with him in reciting the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 Pledge of 

allegiance. 

Orders. 

  

The following orders were referred, under Rule 24, to the committee on Rules:   
Order (filed by Representatives Barber of Somerville and Cataldo of Concord) 

relative to extending until Wednesday, March 18, 2026 the time within which the 
committee on Environment and Natural Resources is authorized to report on current 
House documents (House, No. 4885). 

Order (filed by Representatives Domb of Amherst and DuBois of Brockton) 
relative to extending until Wednesday, March 18, 2026 the time within which the 
committee on Mental Health, Substance Use and Recovery is authorized to report on 
current House documents (House, No. 4886). 

Order (filed by Representatives Ryan of Boston and Higgins of Leominster) 
relative to extending until Wednesday, March 18, 2026 the time within which the 
committee on Public Service is authorized to report on current House documents 
(House, No. 4875). 

Order (filed by Representatives Arciero of Westford and Philips of Sharon) 
relative to extending until Wednesday, March 18, 2026 the time within which the 
committee on Transportation is authorized to report on current House documents 
(House, No. 4884). 

 Extensions 
of time for 
committees  
to make  
reports. 

Mr. Galvin of Canton, for the committee on Rules, reported that the orders ought 
to be adopted. Under suspension of the rules, in each instance, on motion of Mr. Wong 
of Saugus, the orders were considered forthwith; and they were adopted. 

  

Communications. 

  

Communications   
From the Pension Reserves Investment Management Board (see Section 23 of 

Chapter 32(2A)(e)(xi) of the General Laws) submitting a quarterly financial report as 
of September 30, 2025; 

 PRIM  
Board. 

From the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (see item 4000-0601 
contained in Section 111 of Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting the Personal 
Care Attendant (PCA) Working Group report regarding long-term sustainability and 
cost-containment; 

 Personal care 
attendants. 
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From the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (see item 8900-0001 of 
Section 2 of Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2023) submitting the Department of Correction 
report on Objective Point Base Classification for fiscal year 2024; 

 Objective points 
base classification. 

From the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (see item 8900-0001 of 
Section 2 of Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2023) submitting the Department of Correction 
School Year 2023-2024 Educational Programming report; and 

 School year 
educational 
program. 

From the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (see Section 43 of 
Chapter 127 of the Acts of 2022) submitting the Department of Public Health 
Abortion Desert and Maternity Care Desert report; 

 Abortion and 
maternity care. 

Severally were placed on file.   

Petition. 

  

Representatives Badger of Plymouth and LaNatra of Kingston presented a 
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 4887) of Michelle L. Badger (by vote of 
the town) that the town of Plymouth be authorized to establish a special revenue 
account for land acquisition; and the same was referred to the committee on 
Municipalities and Regional Government. Sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

 Plymouth,— 
account. 

Papers from the Senate. 

  

The House Bill modernizing the commonwealth’s cannabis laws (House, No. 
4206), came from the Senate passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an 
amendment striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the 
text contained in Senate document numbered 2749. 

 Cannabis 
laws. 

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Donahue of Worcester, the 
amendment was considered forthwith. The House then non-concurred with the Senate 
in its amendment; and, on further motion of the same member, asked for a committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two branches. Representatives Donahue 
of Worcester, González of Springfield and Soter of Bellingham were appointed the 
committee on the part of the House. Sent to the Senate to be joined. 

 Committee of 
conference. 

   
The House Bill authorizing the town of Scituate to issue 4 additional licenses for 

the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises (House, No. 4657, 
amended), came from the Senate passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an 
amendment in section 1, in lines 57 to 61, inclusive, by striking out the paragraph 
contained in those lines and inserting the following paragraph: 

“(2) If a licensee terminates or fails to renew a license granted under clause (iii) 
of subsection (a) or any such license is cancelled, revoked or no longer in use, it shall 
be returned physically, with all of the legal rights, privileges and restrictions 
pertaining thereto, to the licensing authority, which may then grant the license to a 
new applicant in the same district for which the license was originally granted under 
the same conditions as specified in this section.”. 

The amendment was referred, under Rule 35, to the committee on Bills in the 
Third Reading. 

 Scituate,— 
liquor 
licenses. 

   
A Bill further regulating the amendment of a conservation restriction in the town 

of Hanson (Senate, No. 2895) (on Senate bill No. 1425) [Local Approval Received], 
passed to be engrossed by the Senate, was read; and it was referred, under Rule 7A, 
to the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling. 

 Hanson,— 
conservation  
land. 
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A petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2894) of Cynthia Stone Creem, 

Greg Schwartz and John J. Lawn, Jr. (with approval of the mayor and city council) 
for legislation to authorize print-free digital legal notices in the city of Newton, was 
referred, in concurrence, to the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government. 

 Newton,— 
legal notices. 

Reports of Committees. 

  

By Mr. Honan of Boston, for the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling, 
that the following House bills be scheduled for consideration by the House: 

  

Modernizing microphotographic recording of documents (House, No. 3321);  Documents.  
Relative to the board of water commissioners of the Dalton fire district (House, 

No. 4721); 
 Dalton Fire  

District. 

Authorizing the select board of the town of Arlington to place upon a town ballot 
a question to increase the number of licenses for the sale of all alcoholic beverages 
not to be drunk on the premises (House, No. 4815) [Local Approval Received]; and 

 Arlington,— 
liquor licenses. 

Authorizing the town of Pembroke to grant one additional license for the sale of 
all alcoholic beverages not to be drunk on the premises (House, No. 4817) [Local 
Approval Received]; 

 Pembroke,— 
liquor license. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, in each instance, on motion of Mr. Wong of 
Saugus, the bills severally were read a second time forthwith; and they were ordered 
to a third reading. 

  

   
By Ms. Farley-Bouvier of Pittsfield, for the committee on Advanced Information 

Technology, the Internet and Cybersecurity, on a petition, a Bill establishing a special 
legislative commission to study load growth due to AI and data centers (House, No. 
83) [Representative Gaskey of Carver dissenting]. 

 Artificial 
intelligence,— 
data centers. 

By Mr. Garballey of Arlington, for the committee on Tourism, Arts and Cultural 
Development, on a petition, a Bill creating a commission establishing a 
Massachusetts Caribbean American Cultural Center (House, No. 3602). 

 Caribbean  
American  
cultural center. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 3601, a Bill to 
study the development of an underground railroad, civil rights and black heritage 
museum and cultural center in Springfield (House, No. 4840). 

 Springfield,—
museum and  
cultural center. 

Severally read; and referred, under Joint Rule 29, to the committees on Rules of 
the two branches, acting concurrently. 

  

   
By Ms. Farley-Bouvier of Pittsfield, for the committee on Advanced Information 

Technology, the Internet and Cybersecurity, on a petition, a Bill to protect against 
election misinformation (House, No. 76) [Representative Gaskey of Carver 
dissenting]. 

 Elections,—
misinformation. 
 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill fostering 
artificial intelligence responsibility (House, No. 77) [Representative Gaskey of 
Carver dissenting]. 

 Artificial 
intelligence,—
responsibility. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, Nos. 94 and 97, a Bill 
protecting consumers in interactions with artificial intelligence systems (House, No. 
97) [Representative Gaskey of Carver dissenting]. 

 Artificial 
intelligence,— 
systems. 

By Mr. Garballey of Arlington, for the committee on Tourism, Arts and Cultural 
Development, on a petition, a Bill to grow and maintain space in cities and towns for 
the creative economy (House, No. 3587). 

 Creative  
economy. 
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By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill establishing 
a program for local art and community engagement (House, No. 3592). 

 Community 
engagement. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, No. 3588, a Bill 
relative to tourism marketing and promotion grants (House, No. 4839). 

 Tourism  
grants. 

By Mr. Arciero of Westford, for the committee on Transportation, on a petition, 
a Bill relative to 988 Samaritan suicide prevention signs on bridges of the 
commonwealth (House, No. 3604). 

 Suicide  
prevention. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to 
vanity plate fees (House, No. 3605). 

 Vanity plate  
fees. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to ensure 
benefits through enhanced Selective Service registration (House, No. 3718). 

 Selective service,—
registration. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to hot 
box detectors (House, No. 3719). 

 Hot box  
detectors. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to 
third party delivery data reporting (House, No. 3732). 

 Data  
reporting. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill promoting 
personal access of driving records (House, No. 3742). 

 Driving,—  
record. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on House, Nos. 3786 and 3793, 
a Bill to authorize Massachusetts Fallen Firefighter Memorial motorcycle license 
plates (House, No. 3793). 

 License plates,—
fallen firefighters. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to 
human trafficking awareness (House, No. 3796). 

 Human  
trafficking. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill establishing 
the Blue Star Family license plate (House, No. 3811). 

 License plates,—
Blue Star Families. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to promote 
driving records for non profits free of charge (House, No. 4072). 

 Driving  
records. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill relative to 
modernizing permitting for the transportation of certain loads (House, No. 4428, 
changed in line 11, by striking out the figures: “115” and inserting in place thereof 
the figures: “135”). 

 Loads,—
transportation. 

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and 
Means. 

  

   
By Ms. Farley-Bouvier of Pittsfield, for the committee on Advanced Information 

Technology, the Internet and Cybersecurity, on House, No. 74, a Bill relative to the 
contracting of digital replicas (House, No. 4832) [Representative Gaskey of Carver 
dissenting]. 

 Digital  
replicas. 

By Mr. Garballey of Arlington, for the committee on Tourism, Arts and Cultural 
Development, on a petition, a Bill related to local and regional cultural council 
membership (House, No. 3596). 

 Cultural council 
membership. 

By the same member, for the same committee, on a petition, a Bill to protect 
Native American heritage (House, No. 3597). 

 Native American 
heritage. 

By Mr. Arciero of Westford, for the committee on Transportation, on a petition, 
a Bill relative to electronic scanning of identification (House, No. 3716). 

 Electronic  
scanning. 

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy 
and Scheduling. 

  

Emergency Measure. 
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The engrossed Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Marie Letendre, an 
employee of the Department of Transitional Assistance (see House, No. 4565, 
amended), having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final 
passage, was considered, the question being on adopting the emergency preamble. 

A separate vote was taken, as required by the provisions of Article XLVIII (as 
amended by Article LXVII) of the Amendments to the Constitution; and the preamble 
was adopted, by a vote of 2 to 0. Sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

 Marie 
Letendre,— 
sick leave. 

Engrossed Bills. 

  

The engrossed Bill validating the proceedings at the town of Millbury annual 
town meeting (see Senate bill printed in Senate, No. 2678) (which originated in the 
Senate), having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final 
passage, was passed to be enacted (more than two-thirds of the members having 
agreed to pass the same); and it was signed by the acting Speaker and sent to the 
Senate. 

 Bill  
enacted. 

   
The engrossed Bill authorizing the Dartmouth Fire District No. 1 prudential 

committee to appoint a treasurer (see House, No. 3952) (which originated in the 
House), having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final 
passage, was passed to be enacted; and it was signed by the acting Speaker and sent 
to the Senate. 

 Id. 

Orders of the Day. 

  

House bills   
Authorizing the town of Milford Select Board to appoint a highway surveyor 

(House, No. 4663); and 
Authorizing the town of Westwood to reissue licenses for the sale of wine and 

malt beverages not to be drunk on the premises and grant licenses for the sale of all 
alcoholic beverages not to be drunk on the premises (House, No. 4814); 

Severally reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly 
drawn, were read a third time; and they were passed to be engrossed. Severally sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

 Third 
reading 
bills. 

———————————— 

  

The House Bill authorizing the town of Billerica to establish an age limit for 
original appointment to the position of police officer (House, No. 4632), reported by 
the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly drawn, was read a third 
time. 

 Billerica,— 
police age  
limit. 

Pending the question on passing the bill to be engrossed, Mr. Walsh of Peabody 
moved to amend it in section 1, in lines 7 and 8, by striking out the following:  

“, or to a maximum of 43 years and 364 days for veterans of active military 
duty”. 

  

The amendment was adopted; and the bill (House, No. 4632, amended) was 
passed to be engrossed. Sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
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Order. 

  

On motion of Mr. Mariano of Quincy,—   
Ordered, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet on Monday 

next at eleven o’clock A.M. 
 Next 

sitting. 

———————————— 

  

At nineteen minutes after eleven o’clock A.M., on motion of Mr. Wong of 
Saugus (Mr. Garballey of Arlington being in the Chair), the House adjourned, to meet 
the following Monday at eleven o’clock A.M., in an Informal Session.  
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