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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Monday, April 27, 2015.

Met according to adjournment at eleven o’clock A.M. (Ms. O’Connor Ives in the Chair) (having been appointed by the President, 
under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

The Chair (Ms. O’Connor Ives), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Distinguished Guests.

There being no objection, the Chair (Ms. O’Connor Ives) introduced, in the rear of the Chamber, family members Robert, Colton 
and Evelyn Ives from Vancouver, Washington. They were accompanied by her husband Jeffrey Ives. The Senator also sends 
greetings to her mother-in-law Ellen, in Vancouver. The Senate welcomed them with applause and they withdrew from the 
Chamber.

Communication.

The following communications were severally received and placed on file, to wit:

Communication from the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 2 of Chapter 165 of the Acts of 2014) submitting this 
third quarter BFY2015, as of March 31, 2015, report on “Settlements and Judgments” (received April 23, 2015); and

Communications from the Department of Public Health relative to Plans of Correction for the following correctional facilities:
Worcester County House of Corrections and Jail
MCI Framingham
Northeastern Correctional Center (received April 24, 2015).

Report.

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:

Reports of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to Sections 5, 20 and 21 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws) relative to 
inspection of the following correctional facilities:
Massachusetts Treatment Center
M.C.I. Plymouth
Berkshire County Jail and House of Corrections (received April 24, 2015);

Report of the Dukes County Registry of Deeds (under the provisions of Subsection 2KKK of Section 4 of Chapter 4 of the Acts 
of 2003) submitting its plan for expenditure from the County Registers Technological Fund (copies will be forwarded as required 
to the Senate Committees on Ways and Means and Post Audit and Oversight); and



Report of the Barnstable County Registry of Deeds (under the provisions of Subsection 2KKK of Section 4 of Chapter 4 of the 
Acts of 2003) submitting its plan for expenditure from the County Registers Technological Fund (copies will be forwarded as 
required to the Senate Committees on Ways and Means and Post Audit and Oversight).

Petition.

Mr. Fattman presented a petition (accompanied by bill) (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Ryan C. Fattman and Michael O. Moore for 
legislation relative to carbon monoxide detectors in schools,-- and the same was referred, under Senate Rule 20, to the 
committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

A Message from His Excellency the Governor recommending legislation relative to for a reliable, sustainable Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (House, No. 3347),-- was referred, in concurrence, to the committee Transportation.

A Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Kim Quitadamo, an employee of the Trial Court (House, No. 3348,-- on petition),-- was 
read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

Resolutions.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were severally considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:-
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Ross) “congratulating Sean Hogan of the town of Wrentham on his elevation to the rank of Eagle 
Scout”;
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Ross) “congratulating Ryan Veno of the town of Wrentham on his elevation to the rank of Eagle 
Scout”;
Resolutions (filed by Mr. Ross) “congratulating Edward Washington of the town of Wrentham on his elevation to the rank of 
Eagle Scout”; and
Resolutions (filed by Ms. Spilka and Mr. Lewis) “congratulating Martin J. Benison on his retirement as Comptroller of the 
Commonwealth.”

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE
Emergency Preambles Adopted.

An engrossed Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Christine Chrzanowski, an employee of the Department of Mental Health 
(see Senate, No. 1917), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage and containing 
an emergency preamble,-- was laid before the Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance with the requirements 
of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 2 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President (Ms. O’Connor Ives) and sent to the House for enactment.

An engrossed Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Edward Conley, an employee of the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office (see House, 
No. 3341), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage and containing an 
emergency preamble,-- was laid before the Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance with the requirements of 
Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 2 to 0.
The bill was signed by the Acting President (Ms. O’Connor Ives) and sent to the House for enactment.

A petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3349) of Aaron Michlewitz for legislation relative to supplemental dependent 
allowance,-- was referred, in concurrence, under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Public Service.

Recess.

There being no objection, at five minutes past eleven o’clock A.M., the Chair (Ms. O’Connor Ives) declared a recess subject to 
the call of the Chair; and, at eight minutes past twelve o’clock noon, the Senate reassembled, Ms. O’Connor Ives in the Chair.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE
Engrossed Bills.

The following engrossed bills (the first of which originated in the Senate), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly 
and truly prepared for final passage, were severally passed to be enacted and were signed by the Acting President (Ms. O’Connor 
Ives) and laid before the Governor for his approbation, to wit:
Establishing a sick leave bank for Christine Chrzanowski, an employee of the Department of Mental Health (see Senate, No. 
1917); and
Establishing a sick leave bank for Edward Conley, an employee of the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office (see House, No. 3341).

Matter Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.



There being no objection the following matter was taken out of the Orders of the Day and considered as follows:
The House Bill authorizing the city of Revere to pay a certain sum of money to Cynthia A. Penta (Adreani) (House, No. 3206),-- 
was read second time, ordered to a third reading, read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.

Recess.

There being no objection, at twenty minutes past twelve o’clock noon, the Chair (Ms. O’Connor Ives) declared a recess for the 
purpose of attending the Joint Session of the Two Houses; and, at twenty-eight minutes past two o’clock noon, the Senate 
reassembled, Ms. O’Connor Ives in the Chair.

_____________________________

At ten minutes past one o’clock P.M., the two branches met in

JOINT SESSION

in the Chamber of the House of Representatives, for the purpose of commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the address of the 
Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered to a joint convention of the two branches of the General Court of 
Massachusetts on April 22, 1965, and were called to order by the Honorable Stanley C. Rosenberg, President of the Senate.

Orders Adopted.

On motion of Ms. O’Connor Ives,--

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to consist of members of the Senate and the House of Representatives to wait upon 
members of the 164th General Court, Constitutional Officers and other distinguished guests, and inform them that the two 
branches of the General Court are now in convention for the purpose of commemorating the 50th Anniversary of an address 
delivered by the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr., to a Joint Convention of the two Houses of the General Court on April 
22, 1965.

Senators Lewis of Middlesex, Forry of Suffolk and Tarr of Essex and Middlesex, were appointed the committee on the part of the 
Senate; Representatives Fox of Boston, Moran of Lawrence and Swan of Springfield were appointed the committee on the part of 
the House.

Subsequently, Mr. Lewis, for the said committee, reported that the members of the 164th General Court were duly notified.

Shortly thereafter, members of the 164th General Court entered the Chamber under the escort of the Sergeant-at-Arms.

On motion of Ms. Chang-Diaz,--

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to consist of members of the Senate and the House of Representatives to wait upon His 
Excellency the Governor, Charles D. Baker and inform him that the two branches are now in Convention for the purpose of 
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of an address delivered by the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr., to a Joint 
Convention of the two Houses of the General Court on April 22, 1965.

Senators Petruccelli of Suffolk and Middlesex, Eldridge of Middlesex and Worcester, Humason of Hampden and Hampshire and 
Chang-Díaz of Suffolk, were appointed the committee on the part of the Senate; Representatives Nangle of Lowell, Gonzales of 
Springfield and Tosado of Springfield were appointed the committee on the part of the House.

Subsequently, Mr. Petruccelli, for the committee, reported that His Excellency the Governor, Charles D. Baker, would 
immediately attend upon the convention.

Shortly thereafter, His Excellency the Governor, Charles D. Baker, Jr. entered the Chamber under the escort of the Sergeant-at-
Arms.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Members of the 164th General Court led the Convention in the recitation of the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Prayer.

The President then introduced the Reverend Michael E. Haynes who delivered the following Invocation:

To come



Remarks of Senate President Stanley C. Rosenberg.

To come

Remarks of Speaker of the House Robert A. DeLeo.

Thank you President Rosenberg.

I offer my sincere gratitude to Representatives Shinberg, Howe, Tobin, Menton and Harrison for being here today. How fitting it 
is that you led the pledge of allegiance. 

Your presence and continued commitment to civic life is a testament to Massachusetts’ historical standing as a beacon of 
equality.

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to this august Chamber to commemorate a remarkable speech.

A speech which I believe must have changed perspectives, inspired legislators, and possibly led to policy and cultural shifts that 
have irrevocably made Massachusetts a more just place.

Thank you to Leader Rushing, the Black and Latino Legislative Caucus and Senators O’Connor-Ives and Lewis for the work and 
research that went into today. We are fortunate to have colleagues who feel compelled to carry forth the weight of our history. 

Today we join together to celebrate Dr. King’s legacy and the impact he has made the Massachusetts Legislature through the 
speech we will soon hear. 

It is remarkable to me that Dr. King addressed our Legislature just over a month after the March on Selma. 

On that day ordinary Americans, armed with only bravery, patriotism and the courage of their convictions helped bend the 
“moral arch”, as Dr. King said, “toward justice.”

Today we reaffirm ourselves to the principles exhorted by Dr. King 50 years ago in this very Chamber. 

We reflect on the resonance his words still hold as we continue to grapple with inequality of all kinds. We ready ourselves for the 
great work that lies ahead.

On that day 50 years ago then-Speaker John Davoren had the honor of introducing Dr. King, calling him a “the moral conscience 
of our nation.” I believe each of us will find different parts of the speech personally meaningful. 

With that in mind I hope you’ll allow me to read a few excerpts from Speaker Davoren’s remarks that resonate with me. 

By recognizing that Massachusetts laid the foundation for boundless democracy, Dr. King reminds us of the momentous 
responsibility we, in this great state, bear. I quote:

“It is appropriate indeed that the people of Massachusetts, through their elected representatives, should proudly welcome here 
today this selfless apostle of non-violent action as the best means to advance the cause of civil rights and to achieve equal justice 
under law. 

For all who share Dr. King’s unshakable faith in human freedom, his passionate concern for human dignity, and his resolute 
belief in the motive power of reason and persuasion, Massachusetts ― which gave to the nation Henry David Thoreau and 
William Lloyd Garrison, and more recently, John F. Kennedy and the Reverend James Reeb ― must truly be regarded as their 
spiritual and intellectual home.

So long as inequality and discrimination continue to fester in America, no American can say that this nation has achieved its 
historic destiny or that the ideals of our Founding Fathers have been realized in practice.”

Before members begin to read Dr. King’s speech I’d like to offer my thanks to Reverend Haynes for that touching prayer a few 
moments ago. 

In closing, I recall one of Massachusetts’ favorite sons. In 1968, in the midst of an event with black leaders, Bobby Kennedy was 
tasked with telling the audience that Dr. King had been assassinated.

Kennedy urged them “say a prayer for his family, but importantly, say a prayer for our own country, a prayer for understanding 
and Dr. King’s compassion of which I spoke.”



After today’s readings, I encourage you to find a personal way to draw from this commemoration, to reaffirm ourselves to the 
shared ideals we hold so dearly and to let Dr. King’s words infuse your work with new meaning.

Thank you and God bless.

Remarks of Governor Charles D. Baker.

To come

Recitation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Address.

Members of the Massachusetts Black and Latino Legislative Caucus recited the address delivered by the Reverend Doctor Martin 
Luther King, Jr., to a Joint Convention of the two Houses of the General Court on April 22, 1965, as follows:-

“To the distinguished members of this august body, I need not pause to say how very delighted and honored I am to have the 
privilege and the opportunity to meet with this auspicious body. For one who has been barricaded from the seats of government 
and jailed so many times for attempting to petition legislatures and councils, I can assure you that this is a momentous occasion!

Let me hasten to say that I come to Massachusetts not to condemn but to encourage! It was from these shores that the vision of a 
new nation conceived in liberty was born, and it must be from these shores that liberty must be preserved; and the hearts and lives 
of every citizen preserved through the maintenance of opportunity and through the constant creation of those conditions that will 
make justice and brotherhood a reality for all of God’s children.

There is a desperate, poignant, and sometimes agonizing question on the lips of our generation. I am asked this question a great 
deal, and I am sure you hear it, and you sometimes ask it. ‘Are we really making progress in the area of race relations?’ All over 
the world and all over our nation people are asking this poignant question. On one hand I think we can proudly point to the fact 
that even within the last decade we have come a long, long way. Many of the conditions of a dark yesterday are no longer alive in 
our nation today. We can point to that momentous moment in 1954 when the Supreme Court of our nation rendered a great 
decision which said in substance that the old Plessy Doctrine of 1896 must go; that separate facilities are inherently unequal; that 
to segregate a child on the basis of his race is to deny that child equal protection of the law. And so we can all be proud of the fact 
that the Brown Decision brought our nation a long, long way toward the realization of a great and noble dream.

We can think of the fact that a great citizen of this state, who finally became President and who became the tragic victim of an 
assassin’s bullet on Elm Street in Dallas, Texas, stood up before the nation on a sweltering June afternoon in 1963 and said in 
eloquent, unequivocal terms, that the problem we face in race relations is more than a political problem and more than a 
sociological problem. It is a moral problem! It is as old as the Scriptures and as modern as the Constitution. It is the question of 
whether we will treat our Negro brothers as we ourselves would like to be treated. And on the heels of that great speech, you will 
remember that he presented to the Congress of our nation, the most comprehensive civil rights package ever presented by any 
President of our great nation. We can be proud of the fact that legislation was finally passed, and it will stand as an eternal tribute 
to the memory of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. I am happy to report that all over the South that bill is being implemented, 
and many communities are complying with the civil rights bill, particularly the public accommodations section, with amazing 
good sense and calm reasonableness.

This should make all of us happy and proud of the fact that on one hand when we answer this desperate question, we can answer 
with a sort of creative optimism. On the other hand, when one is realistic, when one is committed to truth, when one will look at 
the hard facts of life, he will have allowed himself to become a victim of superficial optimism. He will not allow himself to 
overlook basic realities.

Although we have come a long, long way in the struggle for brotherhood and the struggle to make civil rights a reality for all 
people, I must say to you this afternoon that we have still a long, long way to go all over this nation. We do not have to look very 
far to see that. We only need open our newspapers, or turn on our televisions, or look around in our own communities, and we 
realize that there are still problems alive that reveal to us that we have not yet reached the promised land in civil rights!

We realize that the forces of evil are still alive. We see lawless- ness in the form of the Ku Klux Klan. We see forces still 
resisting through various evasive schemes, and through various systems of intra- position and nullification.

Beyond that we see subtle forms of discrimination in all of our communities, expressed in housing discrimination, de facto 
segregation in the public schools, and expressed in job discrimination and unemployment. But I am convinced, as I stand before 
you this evening, that if America and democracy are to live, segregation must die! In a real sense segregation is a cancer in the 
body politic which must be removed before our moral health can be realized. In a real sense segregation, whether it is de jure 
segregation of certain sections of the South or de facto segregation of the North, is a new form of slavery covered up with certain 
niceties of complexities. And all men of goodwill all over this nation must work together passionately and unrelentingly to solve 
this problem!



We must be able to say that we are through with segregation in all of its dimensions now, henceforth, and forevermore! And we 
must end it! As I said earlier and as the late President Kennedy said, we must end it not merely because it will solve certain 
political and certain economic problems facing our nation. We must end it because it will make us a better nation morally! 
Certainly it will help the image of our nation in international affairs. We all love America and we want it to have a marvelous 
image.

In the final analysis, discrimination must be uprooted from American society, not merely to meet the Communist challenge, not 
merely to appeal to Asian and African peoples, ultimately it must be uprooted because it is morally wrong! It must be done not 
merely because it is diplomatically sound, but because it is morally compelling. And if we as a nation will do this, it will carry us 
to higher heights of morality, and it will help us realize our great dream. Now if this is to be done, there must be a massive action 
program all over our nation and in every community.

If this kind of action program is to develop, I would like to submit to you that we must get rid of at least two myths that still get 
around and are still disseminated all over our country. One is what I refer to as the myth of time. There are still too many 
individuals who argue and who feel that the problem of racial injustice can only be solved by waiting on time. They say to the 
Negro, and his allies in the white com- munity, ‘Just be nice and patient, and wait a hundred or two hundred years and the 
problem will work itself out.’ I think that there is an answer to this myth and it is that time is neutral. Time can be used either 
constructively or destructively. I think we must face the sad fact that the forces of ill will, the forces committed to negative ends, 
the forces committed to those things that will distort our democracy, and the extreme writers of our nation, have often used time 
much more effectively than the people of goodwill.

It may well be that we will have to repent in this generation, not merely for the vitriolic words and the violent actions of the bad 
people who will bomb a church in Birmingham, Alabama or club down a Reverend James Reeb, or shoot a Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. 
We must also repent for the appalling silence and indifference of the good people who sit down and say wait on time. Ultimately 
we must come to see that human progress never rolls in on the wills of inevitability. It comes through the tireless efforts and the 
persistent work of dedicated individuals who are willing to be co-workers with God. Without this hard work, time itself becomes 
an ally of the primitive forces of social stagnation. We must see that the time is always right to do right, and that we must 
constantly help time.

Now there is another myth and it is the notion that the problem which we face in race relations cannot be solved though 
legislative channels. The individuals who argue this say that you must change the heart.

Now is the time for the strong voting bill which will bring an end to the long night of the denial of the right to vote to millions of 
Negro citizens in blackbelt counties all across the south. That voting bill doesn’t need a Dirksen amendment, which states in 
substance that if a com- munity registers about sixty per cent of its people it no longer falls under this particular bill. That would 
only give many communities in the south an excuse to quickly register sixty per cent of the people of voting age, most of that 
sixty per cent being white, and then it will leave forty per cent of the people still facing discrimination.

Now is the time for a strong forthright voting bill that will end the necessity for voting bills in the future! And I think men of 
goodwill all over this nation must call upon the Congress of our United States to deal with this problem!

Now is the time for strong legislation to end discrimination in housing. There also must be vigorous enforcement of such 
legislation! Now is the time for men of goodwill to get together to make it possible for better housing conditions to be brought 
into being for low-income and middle-income families.

Certainly a great society is ultimately a compassionate society. I submit to you ladies and gentlemen this afternoon, in our nation 
there are between forty and fifty million people who are poverty stricken. Some ten million families earning less than three 
thousand dollars a year, and they have from four to five members in these families. These people find themselves perishing on 
the lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity and so often we do not see them. Michael 
Harrington in the book The Ugly American calls him ‘the invisible fool’. So often these are the people that are forgotten. If we 
are to be a great nation, we must all be a part of the war on poverty. This is a war in which we cannot afford to have any 
conscientious objectors! Everybody must join the war against poverty so that all of God’s children will be able to have the basic 
necessities of life. Now is the time to end poverty!

Now is the time to end segregation in the public schools. Young boys and young girls must grow up with world perspectives. 
Segregation debilitates the segregator as well as the segregated. We must go all out to aid those communities and those school 
districts which are seriously trying to grapple with the problems of de facto segregation.

Now is the time to deal with all of these legislative problems that will bring about a true climate and bring about real conditions 
where real brotherhood can emerge. And may I say to you this afternoon, that in doing this we will be preserving the health of 
our whole nation. Nothing can be more tragic than to build a nation with a large segment of that nation feeling that they have no 
stake in this society; feeling that they have nothing to lose, and where thousands of people are jobless. Many live in rat infested 
housing conditions, and they find themselves frustrated day in and day out, constantly fighting against a nagging sense of 



‘nobodyness’. For them it is often difficult to hear the pleas of nonviolence. These are the people that may rise up because they 
feel that they have nothing to lose. They see life as nothing but a long and desolate corridor with no exit sign. We have a 
responsibility to give these people a sense of belonging, a sense of ‘sombodyness’, and a feeling that they do count!

In the midst of this social change, I will continue, and I can assure you that the civil rights leaders generally will continue to 
preach a doctrine of nonviolence! We believe firmly that violence creates many more social problems than it solves. And may I 
say to people all over this nation, that if the Negro succumbs to the temptation of using violence in his struggle, unborn 
generations will be the recipients of a long and desolate night of bitterness, and our chief legacy to the future will be an endless 
reign of meaningless chaos.

Not substituting one tyranny for another, we will go into the bright tomorrow, not seeking to rise from a position of disadvantage 
to one of advantage, thereby subverting justice. It is my firm conviction that a doctrine of black supremacy is as dangerous and 
evil as a doc- trine of white supremacy. God is not interested merely in the freedom of brown men, black men, or yellow men, but 
God is interested in freedom for the whole human race, and the creation of a society where all men will live together as brothers, 
and where every man will respect the dignity and the worth of human personality. We will work in this way! I believe firmly that 
we will see that brighter day. May I say to you, that I am convinced that if this problem is to be solved, there must be sort of a 
divine discontent. As I said earlier, it will not work itself out. And I must also say at this point, that no section of our country can 
boast of clean hands in the area of brotherhood. There is much to be done all over our nation and in every community.

There are certain technical words within every academic discipline that soon become stereotypes and clichés. Every academic 
discipline has its technical nomenclature. Modern psychology has a word that is probably used more than any other word in 
psychology. It is the word ‘mal- adjusted’. Now certainly, we all want to live the well-adjusted life in order to avoid neurotic and 
schizophrenic personalities. And I say to you this afternoon, my friends, there are some things in our nation and in our world to 
which I am proud to be maladjusted and to which I call upon all men of goodwill to be maladjusted; to which I call upon the 
Great Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to be maladjusted until the good society is realized. I must honestly 
say to you that I intend never to become adjusted to segregation and discrimination! I must honestly say that I never intend to 
adjust myself to economic conditions, and take necessities from the many and to give luxuries to the few, leaving millions of 
people smothering in an air-tight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society.

I must honestly say that I never intend to adjust to the madness of militarism of man’s self-defeating effects of physical violence. 
ln a day when Sputniks and the explorers are dashing through outer space, and guided ballistic missiles are carving highways of 
death through the stratosphere, no nation can win a war. It is no longer a choice between violence and nonviolence. It is either 
nonviolence or nonexistence! The alternative to disarmament, the alternative to a greater suspension of nuclear tests, the 
alternative to negotiated settlements, the alternative to strengthening the United Nations and hereby disarming the whole world, 
may well be a civilization plunged into the abyss of annihilation. And so it may well be that there is need for the formation of a 
new organization in our world, ‘The International Association for the Advancement of Creative Maladjustment.’ Men and 
women who will be as maladjusted as the prophet Amos, who, in the midst of the injustices of his day, could cry out in words 
that echoed across the centuries, ‘Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream’; as maladjusted as 
Abraham Lincoln, who had the vision to see that this nation could not survive ‘half slave and half free’; as maladjusted as 
Thomas Jefferson, who in the midst of an age amazingly adjusted to slavery, scratched across the pages of history, words lifted to 
cosmic proportions, ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal, and that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’ Yes, as maladjusted as 
Jesus Christ, who could say, ‘Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, pray for them that despitefully use you.’ Through 
such maladjustment we shall be able to emerge from the bleak and desolate midnight of man’s inhumanity to man, into the bright 
and glittering daybreak of freedom and justice.

May I say in conclusion that I still have faith in America, and I still have a deep belief that we will solve this problem. We are 
developing a coalition of conscience. We are developing a grand alliance that will make it possible in the not-too-distant future to 
solve this problem. So I have no despair about the future.

Somehow I know that we as Negroes will win our freedom, abused and scorned though we may be. Our destinies are tied up with 
the destinies of America. Before the pilgrim fathers landed at Plymouth, we were here! Before Jefferson wrote the great words of 
the Declaration of Independence, we were here! Before the great words of the ‘Star Spangled Banner’ were written, we were 
here! For more than two centuries our foreparents worked in this country without wages where they made cotton king. They built 
a home for their masters in the midst of the most humiliating and oppressive conditions. And yet out of a bottomless vitality, they 
continued to grow and develop. I am convinced that if the cruelties of slavery could not stop us, the opposition that we now face 
will surely fail.

Before the victory is won some more may have to go to jail. Before the victory is won some will be scarred up a bit. Before the 
victory is won, maybe somebody else like the Reverend Reeb of this community will have to face physical death. Physical death 
is the price that some must pay·to free their children and their white brothers from a permanent death of the spirit. Nothing can be 
more redemptive!



Yes, we shall overcome! We shall overcome! We shall overcome with your help! We shall overcome because the arch of the 
moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice. We shall overcome because Carlisle is right, ‘No lie can live forever.’ We 
shall overcome because William Cullen Bryant is right, ‘Truth crushed to earth will rise again.’ We shall overcome because 
James Russell Lowell is right, ‘Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne; yet that scaffold sways the future, and 
behind the dim unknown standeth God within the shadows keeping watch above his own.’

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope. With this faith, we will be able to 
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to speed 
up the day when all of God’s children all over this nation, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants, and 
Catholics will be able to join hands and sing the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last, free at last, thank God Almighty, 
we are free at last.’”

Moment of Silence.

At the request of the President, the members of the Convention, guests and staff stood in a moment of silence and reflection on 
the address delivered by the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. the two Houses of the General Court on April 22, 1965.
Ms. Katie Days led the Convention in performing the song Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson.
His Excellency the Governor, Charles D. Baker, Jr. then withdrew from the Joint Session, under the escort of the Sergeant-at-
Arms.
On motion of Mr. Petruccelli, at twenty-one minutes past two o’clock P.M., the Convention of the Two Branches was dissolved; 
and the Senate withdrew from the Joint Session, under the escort of the Sergeant-at-Arms.

 

 

At twenty-eight minutes past two o’clock P.M., the Senate reassembled, the Ms. O’Connor Ives in the Chair.

PAPER FROM THE HOUSE.

The House Bill providing for an employee retirement incentive program (House, No. 3189, amended),— came from the House 
with the endorsement that the House had NON-concurred in the further Senate amendment (striking out all after the enacting 
clause and inserting in place thereof the text contained in Senate, No. 50) and had asked for a committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two branches; and that Representatives Dempsey of Haverhill, Murphy of Weymouth and Hill of 
Ipswich have been appointed the committee on the part of the House.
On motion of Mr. Humason, the Senate insisted on its amendment and concurred in the appointment of a committee of 
conference; and Senators Spilka, Timilty and deMacedo appointed on the part of the Senate.
The bill was returned to the House endorsed accordingly.

Order.

On motion of Mr. Humason,--

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on Thursday next at one o’clock A.M., in a full formal 
session with a calendar.

On motion of the same Senator, at twenty-nine minutes past two o’clock P.M., the Senate adjourned to meet again on Thursday 
next at one o’clock P.M.


