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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Thursday, September 7, 2017.

Met at eighteen minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Boncore in the Chair) 
(having been appointed by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 
4, to perform the duties of the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Boncore), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.

Pledge of allegiance.

Communications.

Communications from the Honorable Bruce E. Tarr, Senate Minority Leader, 
announcing the following appointments (pursuant to Senate, No. 2136) to the 
Special Senate Task Force to review and report on efforts to strengthen the local 
retail sector in the Commonwealth: Mr. Jon Cahill of Gloucester; Senators Viriato 
“Vinny” deMacedo and Donald F. Humason, Jr.; and Mr. Christopher Connolly, 
President of the Massachusetts State Automobile Dealers Association,-- were 
placed on file.

Special Senate Task 
Force on the Retail 
Sector of the 
Commonwealth.

Report.

Report of the Massachusetts Capital Resource Company (pursuant to Section 
12 of Chapter 816 of the Acts of 1977) submitting its annual report on the current 
status of said corporation (received September 6, 2017), -- was placed on file.

MCRC,-- annual 
report.
SD2324

Reports of a Committee.

By Mr. Eldridge, for the committee on Financial Services, on petition, a Bill 
to protect access to confidential healthcare (Senate, No. 591);

Confidential 
healthcare,- access.

Referred, under Joint Rule 1E, to the committee on Health Care 
Financing.

By Mr. Eldridge, for the committee on Financial Services, on petition, a Bill 
relative to motor vehicle service contracts (Senate, No. 568);

Service contracts,-- 
motor vehicle.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on Senate, Nos. 570 and 597, a 
Bill relative to motor vehicle service contracts (Senate, No. 570); and

Motor vehicle,-- 
service contracts.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to 
single risk limitations (Senate, No. 586);

Single risk 
limitations.

Severally read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the committee on 
Ways and Means.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

A Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Jacqueline Staelens, an employee of 
the Trial Court (House, No. 3886,-- on petition),-- was read and, under Senate 
Rule 27, referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

Jacqueline Staelens,-- 
sick leave.

A Bill authorizing the Plymouth County retirement board to acquire real Plymouth county 
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property in Plymouth county (House, No. 1334, amended,-- on petition),-- was 
read and, under Senate Rule 26, was referred to the committee on Rules.

retirement board. 

A Bill relative to the authority of the town administrator of the town of 
Harvard (House, No. 3772,-- on petition) [Local approval received],-- was read 
and,  under Senate Rule 26, placed in the Orders of the Day for the next 
session.

Harvard,-- town 
administrator.

Resolutions.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were considered 
forthwith and adopted, as follows:-

Resolutions (filed by (Mr. O’Connor) “congratulating Colin Denizkurt of the 
city known as the town of Weymouth on his elevation to the rank of Eagle Scout”;

Colin Denizkurt.

Resolutions (filed by (Ms. Spilka) “congratulating Ed Carr on being awarded 
the Honorable Francis J. Larkin Lifetime Achievement Award”; and

Ed Carr.

Resolutions (filed by Messrs. Tarr, Fattman, Pacheco, Cyr, O’Connor, Ross 
and Humason) “commending the Sepsis Alliance on its recognition of September, 
2017 as National Sepsis Awareness Month.”

National Sepsis 
Awareness Month.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE

Emergency Preamble Adopted.

An engrossed Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Andrew Williams, an 
employee of the Department of Conservation and Recreation (see House, No. 
3848), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared 
for final passage and containing an emergency preamble,-- was laid before the 
Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance with the requirements of 
Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the preamble was adopted 
in concurrence, by a vote of 2 to 0. 

Andrew Williams,-- 
sick leave.

The bill was signed by the Acting President (Mr. Boncore) and sent to the 
House for enactment. 

Engrossed Bill.

An engrossed Bill authorizing the town of Chelmsford to grant ten additional 
licenses for the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises (see 
House, No. 3880) (which originated in the House), having been certified by the 
Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage, was passed to 
be enacted and signed by the Acting President (Mr. Boncore) and laid before 
the Governor for his approbation.

Bill laid before the 
Governor.

Reports of Committees.

By Mr. Montigny, for the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting 
concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the Senate petition of James B. 
Eldridge, Carolyn C. Dykema and Jason M. Lewis for legislation to protect 
Massachusetts pollinators.

Massachusetts 
pollinators.
SD2236

The rules were suspended, on motion of Mr. Tarr, and the report was 
considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended; and the petition 
(accompanied by bill) was referred to the committee on Environment, Natural 
Resources and Agriculture.

By Mr. Montigny, for the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting Plymouth county,-- 
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concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended on the Senate petition of Viriato M. 
deMacedo for legislation to authorize the treasurer of Plymouth county to transfer 
certain funds.

funds.
SD2320

The rules were suspended, on motion of Mr. Tarr, and the report was 
considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended; and the petition 
(accompanied by bill) was referred to the committee on Municipalities and 
Regional Government.

Severally sent to the House for concurrence.

Reconsideration.

Mr. Tarr moved that the Senate reconsider the vote by which, at a previous 
session, it had adopted the Senate Order establishing a Special Senate Task Force 
on local retail (Senate, No. 2136, amended); and, there being no objection, the 
motion prevailed.

Task force,-- local 
retail.

After remarks, and pending the recurring question on adoption of the order, 
Messrs. Rosenberg and Tarr moved to amend the order in line 8, by striking out the 
figure "15" and inserting in place thereof the figure "17"; by striking out in line 11 
the figure "3" and inserting in place thereof the figure "4"; and by striking out in 
line 11 the figure "2" and inserting in place thereof the figure "3".

The amendment was adopted.
The order (Senate, No. 2136, amended) was then again adopted.

Order Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Tarr,--
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on 

Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M., and that the Clerk be directed to dispense 
with the printing of a calendar.

Time of meeting.

Moment of Silence.

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Boncore), the members, guests and staff stood 
in a moment of silence and reflection to the memory of Harold Franklin Blake, Jr.

Moment of silence.

Adjourn In Memory of Harold Franklin Blake, Jr.

The Senator from Essex, Ms. Lovely, moved that when the Senate adjourns 
today it do so in memory of Harold Franklin Blake, Jr.

Harold Franklin Blake, Jr. of New Bern, North Carolina, formerly of Salem, 
passed away Tuesday, August 22, 2017 at the age of 84.

Harold was born in Salem on March 18, 1933, and attended Salem High 
School where he lettered in baseball and basketball.

Harold joined the US Air Force, serving in the Korean War as a weapons 
mechanic. Upon leaving the US Air Force, he chose a career in the Salem Police 
Department.

Captain Harold Blake Jr. retired from the job he loved after more than 30 
distinguished years of service. When asked to take a position on the Salem 
Licensing Board he did so willingly. In 2006, Harold and his wife Catherine retired 
to New Bern, North Carolina.

Harold loved serving his country, Salem, and his family dearly.
He is survived by his beloved wife of 64 years, Catherine Elizabeth Blake; his 
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children, Brenda Blake Murdock, Thomas A. Blake, Steven E. Blake, and Glenn 
A. Blake; eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren; and beloved sister, 
Shirley Driscoll.

Accordingly, as a mark of respect in memory of Harold Franklin Blake, Jr., at 
twenty-six minutes past eleven o’clock A.M., on motion of Mr. Tarr, the Senate 
adjourned to meet again on Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M.


