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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

Monday, January 5, 2026.

Met at twenty minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Collins in the Chair) (having been 
appointed, by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the duties 
of the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Collins), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of allegiance 
to the flag.

Pledge of 
allegiance.

Communication.

Communication from the Honorable Bruce E. Tarr, Minority Leader, announcing the 
appointment of Eric Mitchell (pursuant to Section 79 of Chapter 154 of the Acts of 2018) to 
the Early Education and Care Workforce Council (received December 31, 2025),-- was 
placed on file. 

Early Education 
and Care 
Workforce 
Council,-- appt.
SD3531

Report.

Report of the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to line item 1595-1069 of Section 2E 
of Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting its Health Information Technology Trust Fund 
Schedule FY26 report (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means) (received December 31, 2025),-- was placed on file.

Comptroller,-- 
Health Information 
Technology FY26 
trust fund report.
SD3528

Special Commission Reports.

The following special commission reports were severally received and placed on file, 
to wit:

Report of the Special Commission on Cost-of-Living Adjustments for State Employees’ 
and Teachers' Retirement System (pursuant to Section 222 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 
2024 and Section 88 of Chapter 14 of the Acts 2025) submitting its Special Commission 
2025 report (received December 31, 2025); 

COLA Special 
Commission 2025 
report.
SD3526

Report of the Special Commission on Expanding Housing Supply and Affordability 
(pursuant to Section 128 of Chapter 150 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its Extremely Low 
Income Housing Special Commission report (a copy having been forwarded to the Senate 
Chair of the Joint Committee on Housing) (received December 31, 2025); 

ELI Housing 
Special 
Commission 
report.
SD3529

Report of the Special Commission on Affordable and Healthy Senior Housing (pursuant 
to Section 126 of Chapter 150 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its Senior Housing Special 
Commission report (copies having been forwarded to the Senate Chairs of the Joint 
Committee on Aging and Independence and the Joint Committee on Housing) (received 
December 31, 2025);

Senior Housing 
Special 
Commission 
report.
SD3530

Report of the Special Commission on Housing for Persons with Disabilities and Seniors 
(pursuant to Section 127 of Chapter 150 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its Accessible 
Housing Special Commission report (a copy having been forwarded to the Senate Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Housing) (received December 31, 2025); and 

Accessible 
Housing Special 
Commission 
report.
SD3532

Report of the Seasonal Communities Advisory Council (pursuant to Section 32 of 
Chapter 23B of the General Laws) submitting its Seasonal Communities Advisory Council 

SCAC 2025 annual 
report.
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2025 annual report (a copy having been forwarded to the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Housing) (received December 31, 2025).

SD3533

Petition.

Mr. Tarr presented a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2896) of Bruce E. Tarr 
(by vote of the town) for legislation to authorize the town of Manchester-by-the-Sea to adopt 
a bylaw restricting the use of Second Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs),-- 
and the same was referred, under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Environment 
and Natural Resources.

Manchester-by-
the-Sea,-- 
anticoagulant 
rodenticides.

Sent to the House for concurrence.

Reports of Committees.

By Mr. Payano, for the committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure, 
on petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 284), a Bill enabling trained dental hygienists 
to administer dermal fillers and botox (Senate, No. 2822);

Dental hygienists,-
- botox training.

Mr. Cronin, for the committee on Emergency Preparedness and Management, on 
petition, a Bill to strengthen the Commonwealth's strategic preparedness stockpiles (Senate, 
No. 537); and

Strategic stockpile.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to emergency 
response and preparedness in the event of a surge in pediatric or adult hospitalizations 
(Senate, No. 538);

Emergency 
response,-- 
preparedness.

Severally referred, under Joint Rule 1E, to the committee on Health Care 
Financing.

By Mr. Payano, for the committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure, 
on petition, a Bill amending successor supplier laws (Senate, No. 203);

Successor 
supplier,-- 
obligations.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill establishing a 
standardized problem gambling disclaimer and helpline (Senate, No. 240); 

Gambling,-- 
helpline.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to consumer 
health data (Senate, No. 250);

Consumers,-- 
health data.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to custom-built 
heavy duty vehicles sold in the Commonwealth (Senate, No. 266);

Heavy duty 
vehicles,-- custom.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill allowing businesses to 
sign up for the "Do Not Call" list (Senate, No. 272);

Businesses,-- do 
not call lists.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill returning liquor license 
control to municipalities (Senate, No. 279);

Liquor license,-- 
municipalities.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 234), a Bill to revitalize agriculture, conditioning and simulcasting (Senate, No. 2820);

Agriculture and 
simulcasting.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, 
No. 211), a Bill to facilitate the purchase of certain event tickets (Senate, No. 2823);

Event tickets,-- 
sales..

By Mr. Rush, for the committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs, on petition, a Bill 
relative to dependent eligibility for Chapter 115 benefits (Senate, No. 2488);

Dependent 
eligibility.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to veteran 
health care (Senate, No. 2489);

Veteran,-- health 
care.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to outreach to 
veterans (Senate, No. 2490);

Veterans,-- 
outreach.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to housing 
calculations for Chapter 115 (Senate, No. 2493);

Shelter allowance,-
- increase.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to dental 
benefits for veterans (Senate, No. 2494);

Veterans,-- dental 
benefits.
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By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill ensuring the fair 
treatment of military service members and veterans (Senate, No. 2495);

Veterans,-- fair 
treatment.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill to properly recognize 
Massachusetts merchant mariners, living and deceased, who served in an active war zone 
(Senate, No. 2498); and 

Merchant marine 
veterans.

By the same Senator, for the same committee, on petition, a Bill relative to erecting a 
plaque to commemorate the service members from Massachusetts who were awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for Heroic Services during the Global War on Terror (Senate, 
No. 2499);

911,-- 
commemoration 
plaque.

Severally read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the committee on Ways and 
Means.

By Mr. Rush, for the committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs, on petition, a Bill to 
recognize service to our Commonwealth and Nation (Senate, No. 2496);

Commonwealth 
flag,-- half-staff.

Read and, under Senate Rule 26, referred to the committee on Rules.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE

Engrossed Bills.

An engrossed Bill authorizing the town of Scituate to issue 4 additional licenses for the 
sale of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises (see House Bill, printed in House, 
No. 4657, amended) (which originated in the House), having been certified by the Senate 
Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage was passed to be enacted, two-
thirds of the members present having voted in the affirmative, and signed by the Acting 
President (Mr. Collins) and laid before the Governor for her approbation.

Bill laid before the 
Governor.

An engrossed Bill amending the charter of the town of Acushnet (see House, No. 2341) 
(which originated in the House), having been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly 
and truly prepared for final passage, was passed to be enacted and signed by the Acting 
President (Mr. Collins) and laid before the Governor for her approbation.

Id.

A Bill changing the board of selectmen in the town of Boylston to select board (House, 
No. 4621,-- on petition) [Local approval received],-- was read.

Boylston,-- select 
board.

There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion of Mrs. Dooner, 
and the bill was read a second time and ordered to a third reading.

[Under the provisions of Article X of the Amendments to the Constitution, the 2025 
session of the General Court was dissolved on the day next preceding the first Wednesday 
of January, without any proclamation or other action of the Governor.]

Attest:                                                                                 MICHAEL D. HURLEY
Clerk of the Senate.

[P.S. During the first session of the General Court held in 2025, XXX Acts became law; 
XXX Acts received Executive Approval; X Act (Chapter XX) was approved; and XX Acts 
(Chapters XX, XX and XX) became law over the objections of Her Excellency the 
Governor.]


