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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 
 

Monday, March 2, 2026. 

  

Met at seven minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Brownsberger in the Chair) (having 
been appointed, by the President, under authority conferred by Senate Rule 4, to perform the 
duties of the Chair). 

  

   

The Chair (Mr. Brownsberger), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 

 Pledge of 
allegiance. 

   

Reports. 
  

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:   
Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to line-item 4590-0915 of Section 

2 of Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2025) submitting its Pappas Rehabilitation Hospital for Children 
Status February 2026 monthly report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Public Health) (received February 27, 2026); 

 DPH,-- Pappas Feb 
2026 monthly 
report. 
SD3708 

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Section 5 of Chapter 62F of the 
General Laws) submitting its January 2026 monthly report on year-to-date net state tax 
revenue for the current fiscal year (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Revenue) 
(received February 27, 2026); 

 DOR,-- Net Tax 
Revenue January 
FY26 report. 
SD3709 

Report of the Massachusetts Gaming Commission (pursuant to Section 69 of Chapter 
23K of the General Laws) submitting its Gaming Revenues January 2026 report (copies 
having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the 
Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging 
Technologies and the Joint Committee on Revenue) (received February 27, 2026); 

 MassGaming,-- 
Gaming Revenues 
January 2026 
report. 
SD3711 

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Section 40 of Chapter 64C of the 
General Laws) submitting its Illegal Tobacco Task Force FY26 annual report (copies having 
been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate 
Chairs of the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security and the Joint 
Committee on Revenue) (received February 27, 2026); 

 DOR,-- ITTF 
FY26 annual 
report. 
SD3712 

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to line items 1201-0160 of section 2 of 
Chapter 140 of Acts 2024) submitting its fiscal year 2025 projected expenditure report for 
the Department of Revenue Child Support Services Division (DOR/CSS) Trust Fund, along 
with DOR/CSS ISA financial allocation accounts as of as of February 19, 2025 (received 
February 27, 2026); 

 DOR,-- CSS FY25 
trust fund report. 
SD3713 

Report of the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 35T of Chapter 10 of the 
General Laws) submitting its MBTA Certification of Base Sales Tax Revenue FY27 report 
(a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means) 
(received February 27, 2026); 

 Comptroller,-- 
MBTA Tax 
Revenue FY27 
report. 
SD3714 

Report of the Division of Occupational Licensure (pursuant to Section 35V of Chapter 
10 of the General Laws) submitting its Trust Fund 2026 report (a copy having been 
forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 2, 
2026); and  

 DOL,-- Trust Fund 
FY26 report. 
SD3715 
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Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Section 1(e) of Chapter 207 of the 
Acts of 2018) submitting its Tax Expenditure Review Commission 2026 annual report 
(copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Revenue) (received February 27, 2026). 

 DOR,-- TERC-
2026-annual-
report. 
SD3716 

Orders. 
  

Mr. Oliveira presented an Order relative to granting the committee on Labor and 
Workforce Development until July 30, 2026, within which time to make its final report on 
current Senate documents numbered 1303, 1307, 1311, 1320, 1339, 1341, 1343, 1349, 1355, 
1357, 1359, 1367, and 1376 relative to workforce development, unemployment insurance, 
fair wages, collective bargaining rights, paid leave and workplace safety matters (Senate, 
No. 2979); and  

 Labor and 
Workforce 
Development,-- 
extension order. 

Mr. Feeney presented an Order relative to granting the committee on Financial Services 
until April 6, 2026, within which time to make its final report on current Senate document 
numbered 725, relative to financial technology services (Senate, No. 2990); 

 Financial 
Services,-- 
extension order. 

Severally referred, under Joint Rule 30, to the committees on Rules of the two 
branches, acting concurrently. 

  

Committees Discharged. 
  

Ms. Lovely, for the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently, 
reported, asking to be discharged from further consideration 

  

Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Health Care Financing to make an 
investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to health care financing 
matters (Senate, No. 2972); 

 Health Care 
Financing,-- study. 

And recommending that the same severally be referred to the committee on Rules.   
Under Senate Rule 36, the reports were severally considered forthwith and 

accepted. 
  

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE. 
  

A petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 5171) of Patricia A. Duffy (with the 
approval of the mayor and city council) for legislation to remove the treasurer as acting 
mayor in the city of Holyoke,-- was referred, in concurrence, to the committee on 
Municipalities and Regional Government. 

 Holyoke,-- acting 
mayor. 

   
A Bill relative to energy affordability, clean power and economic competitiveness 

(House, No. 5175,-- on House, Nos. 3459, 3469, 3475, 3493, 3520, 3521, 3534, 3542, 3549, 
3552, 3555 and 3556), -- was read and, under Senate Rule 27, referred to the committee 
on Ways and Means. 

 Clean energy. 

Emergency Preamble Adopted; Engrossed Bill Enacted. 
  

An engrossed Bill authorizing the Massachusetts Department of Transportation to 
convey a certain parcel of land in the town of Stoneham (see House, No. 4643), having been 
certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage and containing 
an emergency preamble,-- was laid before the Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in 
accordance with the requirements of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution, 
the preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 2 to 0.  

 Stoneham,-- land. 

The bill was signed by the Acting President (Mr. Brownsberger) and sent to the House 
for enactment. 

  

Subsequently, the bill, which originated in the House, came from the House with the 
endorsement that it had been enacted in that branch.  

  

https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3459
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3469
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3475
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3493
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3520
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3521
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3534
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3542
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3549
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3552
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3555
https://laws.malegislature.gov/194/ClerkBillDetail/BillHistory?billNumber=H3556
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The Senate then passed the bill to be enacted; and it was signed by the Acting 
President (Mr. Brownsberger) and laid before the Governor for her approbation. 

Resolutions. 
  

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were considered forthwith 
and adopted, as follows:- 

  

Resolutions (filed by Messrs. Feeney, Fattman, Finegold, Durant, Oliveira, 
DiDomenico and Fernandes, Ms. Edwards, Ms. Lovely, and Messrs. Eldridge and Rush) 
“commending the New England Hemophilia Association for its recognition of March 2026 
as Bleeding Disorders Awareness Month.” 

 New England 
Hemophilia 
Association. 

Matter Taken Out of the Orders of the Day. 
  

There being no objection, the following matter was taken out of the Orders of the Day 
and considered as follows: 

  

The House Bill amending the town manager act of the town of Arlington (House, No. 
4502),-- was read a third time and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence.  

 Arlington,-- town 
manager. 

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE. 
  

Petitions were severally referred, in concurrence, as follows, to wit:   
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 5187) of Kate Lipper-Garabedian for 

legislation to establish a grant program to reduce poverty and create an ENOUGH fund 
advisory committee; 

 Poverty reduction,-
- grant program. 

Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Community Development 
and Small Businesses. 

  

Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 5188) of Hadley Luddy for an investigation 
by a special commission (including members of the General Court) to study access to 
unemployment insurance; 

 Unemployment 
insurance,-- 
commission. 

Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Labor and Workforce 
Development. 

  

Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 5189) of Donald R. Berthiaume, Jr., that 
Bradford G. Merkel be authorized to take the state police examination notwithstanding the 
maximum age requirement; 

 Bradford G. 
Merkel,-- state 
police. 

Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Public Service.   
   
The House Bill amending the charter of the town of Natick (House, No. 3898, 

amended),-- came from the House with the endorsement that the House had concurred in the 
Senate amendment striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the 
text of Senate document numbered 2953, with a further amendment in section 26 (as changed 
by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading), in line 464, by striking out the words “or 
state election” and inserting in place thereof the following: “election after March 31, 2026”. 

 Natick,-- charter. 

The rules were suspended, on motion of Mr. Tarr, and, the further House 
amendment was considered forthwith and adopted, in concurrence. 

  

Order Adopted. 
  

On motion of Mr. Tarr,--   
Ordered, that when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on Thursday 

next at eleven o’clock A.M., and that the Clerk be directed to dispense with the printing of a 
calendar. 

 Time of meeting. 
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On motion of Mr. Tarr, at twenty-three minutes past eleven o’clock A.M., the Senate 
adjourned to meet again on Thursday at eleven o’clock A.M. 

  


