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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Monday, March 3, 2025.

Met at a quarter past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. DiDomenico in the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. DiDomenico), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge
of allegiance to the flag.

Communication.

Communication from the Honorable Bruce E. Tarr, Minority Leader, announcing
the appointment of Andrew DeFranza, executive director of Harborlight Homes
(pursuant to Section 128 of chapter 150 of the acts of 2024) to the special commission
to study and make recommendations on expanding the supply of housing available and
affordable to tenants with a household income of not more than 30 per cent of the area
median income, adjusted for household size, as periodically determined by the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development (received February 28, 2025),-
- was placed on file.

Reports.

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:

Report of MassVentures (pursuant to Section 45B(b) of Chapter 75 of the General
Laws) submitting its fiscal year 2025 report on the Innovation Commercialization Seed
Fund (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways
and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Higher Education)
(received February 27, 2025);

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403)
submitting the inspection report for the Boston Pre-Release Center, the Plan of
Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division of
Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (received Februray 27, 2025);

Report of the Office of the Attorney General (pursuant to line item 0810-0045
Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) summitting its FY25 AG Fair Wage Enforcement
report (received Februray 27, 2025);

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403)
submitting the inspection report for the Pondville Correctional Center, the Plan of
Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division of
Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (received Februray 27, 2025);

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403)
submitting the inspection report for the Suffolk County House of Corrections, the Plan
of Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division
of Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (received Februray 27, 2025);

Report of the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (pursuant to Section
93(d) of Chapter 69 of the Acts of 2018) submitting its Restrictive Housing Oversight
Committee (RHOC) Inaugural report (copies having been forwarded to the Senate
Chairs of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary and the Joint Committee on Public
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Safety and Homeland Security) (received Februray 27, 2025);

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403)
submitting the inspection report for the Bridgewater State Hospital- the Plan of
Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division of
Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (received Februray 27, 2025);

Report of Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 35T of Chapter 10 of the
General Laws) submitting its MBTA Certification of FY2026 Base Sales Tax Revenue
(a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and
Means) (received Februray 28, 2025);

Report of the Pension Reserves Investment Management Board (pursuant to
Section 23(2A)(e)(xi) of Chapter 32 of the General Laws) submitting its PRIM
Quarterly report for period ending December 31, 2024 (copies having been forwarded
to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chair of the
Joint Committee on Public Service) (received Februray 28, 2025);

Report of the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities (pursuant
to line item 7004-9034 of Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its
Stable Start FY25 report (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate
Committee on Ways and Means) (received Februray 28, 2025); and

Report of the Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance (pursuant to item 7004-
0104 of Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its Home and Healthy
for Good Progress report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate
Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on
Housing) (received Februray 28, 2025).

Petitions.

The following petitions (having been deposited in the Office of the Clerk of the
Senate prior to five o’clock P.M. on Friday, January 17, 2025) were referred, as
follows:

By Mr. Eldridge, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 6) of James
B. Eldridge for a legislative amendment to the Constitution to establish an independent
redistricting commission;

By Ms. Miranda, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 7) of Liz
Miranda for a legislative amendment to the Constitution relative to voting rights; and

By Mr. Mark, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 8) of Paul W.
Mark for a legislative amendment to the Constitution relative to campaign finance
reform;

Severally, to the committee on Election Laws.

By Mr. Lewis (by request), a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 9)
of Vincent Dixon, for a legislative amendment to the Constitution for term renewal
process; and

By Mr. Mark, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 10) of Paul W.
Mark for a legislative amendment to the Constitution to define the succession plan for
a vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor;

Severally to the committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. Comerford, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 11) of
Joanne M. Comerford for a legislative amendment to the Constitution relative to
agricultural and horticultural lands;

By Mr. Tarr, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 12) of Bruce E.
Tarr for a legislative amendment to the Constitution to cap the state income tax; and
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By Mr. Tarr, a petition (accompanied by proposal for constitutional amendment,
Senate, No. 13) of Bruce E. Tarr for a legislative amendment to the Constitution to
require a supermajority vote for the utilization of rainy day funds;

Severally, to the committee on Revenue.

Resolutions.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were severally
considered forthwith and adopted, as follows:-

Resolutions (filed by Ms. Creem) “congratulating Ruthann Dobek on her
retirement after over 40 years of dedicated service to the town of Brookline”; and

Resolutions (filed by Ms. Lovely) “congratulating Aidan Walsh on his elevation
to the rank of Eagle Scout.”

PAPER FROM THE HOUSE.

The Senate Report recommending proposed Joint Rules for the Senate and House
of Representatives for the 2025-2026 Legislative Session (Senate, No. 18),— came
from the House accepted, in concurrence, with an amendment striking out the text in
its entirety and inserting in place thereof the text of House document numbered 2026.

Mr. O’Connor moved that the Senate NON-concur in the House amendment
and asked for a committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two
branches; and Senators Creem, Lovely and Fattman were appointed to the
committee on the part of the Senate.

The bill was returned to the House endorsed accordingly.

Order Adopted.

On motion of Mr. O’Connor,--
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on
Thursday next at eleven o’clock A.M.

On motion of the same Senator, at eighteen minutes past eleven o’clock A.M., the
Senate adjourned to meet again on Thursday next at eleven o’clock A.M.
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