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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Thursday, March 6, 2025.

Met at nine minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Collins in the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Collins), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.

Pledge of 
allegiance.

Distinguished Guests.

There being no objection, the Chair (Mr. Collins) handed the gavel to Mr. 
O’Connor for the purpose of an introduction.  Mr. O’Connor then introduced, in the 
rear of the Chamber, Luke Donlan and Oliver Hobson.  Luke is a junior at Scituate 
High School and former State House tour guide and was visiting the State House 
shadowing Senator O’Connor for the day.  Oliver is an intern for Senator O’Connor 
from Cohasset and was recognized for recently getting accepted to law school.  The 
Senate welcomed them with applause and they withdrew from the Chamber. 

Luke Donlan and 
Oliver Hobson.

Communication.

Communication from the Honorable Bruce E. Tarr, Minority Leader, announcing 
the appointment of Wayne Capolupo (pursuant to Section 4 of Chapter 239 of the Acts 
of 2024) to the embodied carbon intergovernmental coordinating council (received 
March 5, 2025),-- was placed on file.

Embodied carbon 
intergovernmental 
coordinating 
council.
SD2730

Reports.

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:
Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403) 

submitting the inspection report for Essex County Women in Transition, the Plan of 
Correction (POC) from the facility and the Plan of Correction acceptance letter from 
the Division of Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (EHRS) (received 
March 3, 2025);

DPH,-- Essex 
County Women in 
Transition 
Inspection report.
SD2718

Report of the Division of Occupational Licensure (pursuant to Section 35V of 
Chapter 10 of the General Laws) submitting its Division of Occupational Licensure 
Annual Trust 2025 report (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 3, 2025);

Div. of 
Occupational Lic.,-
- Trust fund report.
SD2719

Report of the Office of the Inspector General (pursuant to Section 12 of Chapter 
12A of the General Laws and Section 231 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) 
submitting its MassHealth and the Health Safety Net 2025 annual report (a copy having 
been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received 
March 3, 2025);

MassHealth and 
the Health Safety 
Net 2025 annual 
report.
SD2720

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Section 1(e) of Chapter 207 of 
the Acts of 2018) submitting its Tax Expenditure Review Commission 2025 report 
(copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Revenue) (received March 3, 
2025);

DOR,-- Tax 
Expenditure 
Review 2025.
SD2721
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Report of the Executive Office of Administration and Finance (pursuant to 
Section 196 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its Higher Education 
Capital Working Group report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee 
on Higher Education and the Joint Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures and 
State Assets) (received February 28, 2025);

A&F,-- Higher 
Education 
Working Group 
report.
SD2722

Report of the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (pursuant to Chapter 
6 of Section 184A (d) of the General Laws) submitting its Forensic Science Oversight 
Board BPD Crime Laboratory report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee 
on the Judiciary and the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security) 
(received March 3, 2025);

EOPSS,-- FSOB 
Boston Police 
Dept. Crime 
Laboratory report.
SD2723

Report of the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (pursuant to 
Section 219 of Chapter 6 of the General Laws) submitting its Community Behavioral 
Health Promotion and Prevention (CBHPP) Commission 2024-2025 annual report 
(copies having been forwarded to the Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee on Health 
Care Financing and the Joint Committee on Mental Health, Substance Use and 
Recovery) (received March 4, 2025);

EOHSS,-- CPHPP 
2024-2025 annual 
report.
SD2724

Report of the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 2E of Chapter 140 
of the Acts of 2024) submitting its 2025 Massachusetts Transportation Trust Fund 
Transfer Schedule Update (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 5, 2025);

Comptroller,-- 
Transportation 
Trust Fund 2025.
SD2725

Report of the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 2E of Chapter 140 
of the Acts of 2024) submitting its 2025 Health Information Technology Trust Fund 
Transfer Schedule (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means) (received March 5, 2025);

Comptroller,-- 
Health Info 
Technology 
Transfer Schedule.
SD2726

Report of the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 2E of Chapter 140 
of the Acts of 2024) submitting its FY2025 Massachusetts Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics Pipeline Fund Transfer Schedule (a copy having been 
forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 
5, 2025);

Comptroller,-- 
STEM Pipeline 
Fund Transfer 
Schedule.
SD2728

Report of the Office of the Comptroller (pursuant to Section 2E of Chapter 140 
of the Acts of 2024) submitting its FY2025 Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund 
Transfer Schedule (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee 
on Ways and Means) (received March 5, 2025); and

Comptroller,-- 
Workforce Comp. 
Trust Fund 
Transfer Schedule.
SD2729

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Chapter 64C of section 40 of 
the General Laws) submitting its Illegal Tobacco Task Force 2025 annual report 
(copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Revenue) (received February 
28, 2025).

DOR,-- Illegal 
Tobacco Task 
Force 2025 annual 
report.
SD2731

Report of the Massachusetts Capital Resource Company (under the provisions of 
Section 20 of Chapter 816 of the Acts of 1977) submitting its forty-eighth annual report 
(Senate, No. 28) (received March 5, 2025),-- was referred to the committee on 
Revenue.

MCRC,-- 48th 
annual report.

Sent to the House for concurrence.

Petitions.

Petitions were severally presented and referred as follows:
By Ms. Creem, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 26) of Cynthia Stone Brookline,-- 
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Creem, William F. MacGregor and Tommy Vitolo (by vote of the town) for legislation 
to authorize the town of Brookline to prohibit or restrict the application of second-
generation anticoagulant rodenticides [Local approval received];

anticoagulant 
rodenticides.

Under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Environment and Natural 
Resources.

By Ms. Jehlen, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 22) of Patricia D. 
Jehlen, Mike Connolly, Erika Uyterhoeven and Christine P. Barber (with approval of 
the mayor and city council) for legislation to authorize the city of Somerville to 
regulate rent in residential dwelling units [Local approval received];

Somerville,-- rent 
control.

Under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Housing.
By Mr. Crighton, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 23) of Brendan P. 

Crighton (by a vote of the town) to enable the appointment of alternates to the 
Swampscott Conservation Commission [Local approval received];

Swampscott,-- 
Conservation 
Commission.

By Mr. Cyr, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 21) of Julian Cyr and 
Thomas W. Moakley (by vote of the town) for legislation to change the name and 
membership of the Nantucket Planning and Economic Development Commission 
[Local approval received];

NP&EDC,-- 
membership.

By Ms. Dooner, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 20) of Kelly A. 
Dooner (by vote of the town) for legislation to amend the charter of the town of 
Seekonk [Local approval received];

Seekonk,-- charter.

By Mr. Fernandes, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 24) of Dylan A. 
Fernandes (by vote of the town) for legislation to amend the charter of the town of 
Sandwich [Local approval received]; and

Sandwich,-- town 
charter.

By the same Senator, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 25) of Dylan 
A. Fernandes (by vote of the town) for legislation to amend the charter of the town of 
Sandwich [Local approval received];

Sandwich,-- town 
clerk.

Severally, under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Municipalities and 
Regional Government.

By Ms. Miranda, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 27) of Liz Miranda 
(with the approval of the mayor and city council) for legislation to direct the city of 
Boston Police Department to waive the maximum age requirement for police officer 
for Antonio Pires [Local approval received];

Boston,-- Antonio 
Pires.

Under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Public Service.
Severally sent to the House for concurrence.

Moment of Silence.

At the request of the Chair, Mr. Collins, the members, guests and staff stood in a 
moment of silence and reflection to the memory of James A. Marr, Sr.

Moment of silence.

Order Adopted.

On motion of Mr. O’Connor,--
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on 

Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M.
Time of meeting.

Adjournment in Memory of Former Gloucester Chief of Police
James A. Marr, Sr.

The Senator from Essex, Mr. Tarr, moved that when the Senate adjourns today it 
do so in memory of former Gloucester Chief of Police James A. Marr, Sr., 83, who 
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passed away peacefully on Saturday, March 1st surrounded by his family at Beverly 
Hospital. He was the treasured husband of Pamela S. (Costa) Marr. They shared 59 
years of marriage.

James was born in Gloucester on July 18th, 1941, the son of the late Philip and 
Edith (Langley) Marr. He was a graduate of Gloucester High School. He earned his 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Human Services & Criminal Justice from Springfield 
College.

Before he began his career in law enforcement Jim was employed by Sudbay 
Motors, Stevens Motors, and Tally’s where he worked as a parts manager and learned 
the ins and outs of how to fix cars and motors. 

James joined the Gloucester Police Department in 1964 as a Park Constable and 
later became a police officer in the same year. He worked his way up through the ranks 
and was appointed Chief of Police in July 1989. He served as Chief for almost 14 years, 
retiring in 2003.

During his years of service, Chief Marr was well known for his integrity, honesty 
and commitment to the people of Gloucester and beyond. He was actively involved in 
the community in many ways including serving as a School Safety Officer. He was a 
life member of the Massachusetts and International Chiefs of Police Associations as 
well as the 1996 President and member of the Essex County Chiefs of Police 
Association.

Because of his unwavering commitment to the community, he received awards 
for Distinguished Service, Distinguished Citizenship, and Community Service. He 
served as a Gloucester Rotarian for 39 years and was recognized as a Rotary 
International’s Paul Harris Fellow.

In addition to his wife Pamela, James is survived by daughter Kimberly Marr-
Foster and husband Colin; son James Marr Jr. and long-time companion Sarah 
Harwood; his beloved like a daughter MaryJo Horne whom he walked down the aisle 
and husband Eric; his Aunt Alice Bertolino; brother Philip “Skip” Marr; niece Wendy 
Blackman and husband Eric; niece Margo Marr; his sister-in-law Carole Costa; 
nephew Ted Costa III and wife Janice and their family Brittany, Aaron, Jenna, and 
Sophia; nephew Scott Costa and wife Erica.

James was predeceased by his brother-in-law, Retired Gloucester Police Sergeant 
Ted Costa who was his life-long best friend, colleague, and partner in crime.

Accordingly, as a mark of respect to the memory of former Gloucester Chief of 
Police James A. Marr, Sr., at twenty-eight minutes past eleven o’clock A.M., on 
motion of Mr. Fernandes, the Senate adjourned to meet again on Monday next at eleven 
o’clock A.M.


