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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Monday, March 17, 2025.

Met at twenty-five minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Collins in the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Collins), members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of
allegiance to the flag.

Communication.

Communication from Kathleen McCabe, Managing Director, Policy and Practice
at Health Resources in Action announcing her resignation from the Special
Commission to End Poverty (received March 14, 2025),-- was placed on file.

Reports.

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:

Report of the Office of the Child Advocate (pursuant to Section 10 of Chapter
18C of the General Laws) submitting its Office of the Child Advocate annual FY24
report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways
and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and
Persons with Disabilities) (received March 13, 2025);

Report of Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities (pursuant to
line item 7004-9316 of Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its
Residential Assistance for Families in Transition (RAFT) program quarter 2 report (a
copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and
Means) (received March 13, 2025);

Report of the Massachusetts Sheriffs’ Association (pursuant to line item 8910-
1000 of Section 2 of Chapter 126 of the Acts of 2022) submitting its Hampden County
Prison Industries Retained Revenue FY24 report (copies having been forwarded to the
Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, the Senate Chairs of the Joint
Committee on the Judiciary and the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland
Security (received March 13, 2025);

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403)
submitting the inspection report for the Suffolk County Jail, the Plan of Correction
(POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division of
Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (EHRS) (received March 14, 2025);

Report of the Executive Office of the Trial Court (pursuant to Section 15(c) of
Chapter 239 of the General Laws) submitting its report summary statistics on eviction
filings, actions, and dispositions from January 2024 through February 2025 (copies
having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, the
Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee on Housing and the Joint Committee on the
Judiciary) (received March 14, 2025);

Report of the Secretary of the Commonwealth (pursuant to Section 6A(e) of
Chapter 66 of the General Laws) submitting its 2024 report on Public Records
Requests received by agencies (received March 10, 2025);
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Report of the Department of Economic Research (pursuant to Section 14F of
Chapter 151A of the General Laws) submitting its March 2025 Unemployment
Insurance Trust Fund Data Memo (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the
Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee
on Labor and Workforce Development) (received March 17, 2025); and

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403)
submitting the inspection report for the Norfolk County House of Correction and
Alternative Center, the Plan of Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC
acceptance letter from the Division of Environmental Health Regulations and
Standards (EHRS) (received March 17, 2025).

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

Petitions were severally referred, in concurrence, as follows, to wit:

Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3898) of David Paul Linsky (by vote
of the town) relative to the charter of the town of Natick;

To the committee on Municipalities and Regional Government.

Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3901) of David Paul Linsky (by vote
of the town) that the town of Natick be authorized to exempt the position of assistant
fire chief from certain provisions of the civil service law;

To the committee on Public Service.

Resolutions.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were considered
forthwith and adopted, as follows:-

Resolutions (filed by Messrs. Cyr and Brownsberger, Ms. Edwards, Mr. Gomez,
Ms. Miranda, Messrs. Lewis and Barrett, Ms. Lovely, Messrs. Payano and Oliveira,
Ms. Comerford, Ms. Friedman, Mr. DiDomenico, Ms. Kennedy, Messrs. Crighton,
Feeney, Keenan, Finegold, Fernandes and Driscoll, Ms. Jehlen, Mr. Tarr, Ms. Rausch,
Messrs. Collins, Montigny, Moore, O’Connor, Mark and Rodrigues, Ms. Creem and
Messrs. Eldridge, Rush, Velis and Kennedy) “commending the National Coalition for
LGBTQ Health and its Massachusetts affiliates for their recognition of LGBTQ Health
Awareness Week.”

Remarks of Senator Nick Collins.

Senator Collins read a proclamation issued by the Governor proclaiming March
17, 2025, to be Evacuation Day, as follows:

Whereas, In March of 1776, the Continental Army under the command of General
George Washington fortified strategic positions in response to the British Army’s
eleven-month Siege of Boston; and

Whereas, On March 17th, 1776, heavy artillery on Dorchester Heights presented
such a threat that the British forces retreated from Boston Harbor and fled to Nova
Scotia; and

Whereas, This momentous occasion in the Revolutionary War marked the first
victory for Washington and his army, boosting morale for the thirteen colonies fighting
for independence; and

Whereas, In 1876, Boston celebrated the centennial of this significant event with
great pride and reverence; and

Whereas, Evacuation Day continues to serve as a reminder of the resilience,
bravery and strategic prowess demonstrated by the Continental Army; and
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Whereas, The spirit of Evacuation Day encourages all residents to honor the
sacrifices made for freedom and to reflect on the enduring values of liberty and
perseverance; and

Whereas, This day also offers an opportunity to educate future generations about
the rich history and heritage of our state and nation,

Now, Therefore, I Maura T. Healey, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 17, 2025, to be,

EVACUATION DAY

And urge all residents of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and
participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of March, in the year
two thousand and twenty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of
America, the two hundred and forty-eighth.

On motion of Mr. Collins, under the provisions of Senate Rule 6, the above
remarks were printed in the Journal of the Senate.

PAPER FROM THE HOUSE.

A Bill relative to extending certain COVID-19 measures adopted during the state
of emergency (printed in House, No. 62,-- on a part of House, No. 55,-- being a
message from her Excellency the Governor),-- was read.

There being no objection, the rules were suspended, on motion of Mr.
O’Connor, and the bill was read a second time and ordered to a third reading.

Remarks of Senator Patrick M. O’Connor.

Senator O’Connor read a proclamation issued by the Governor declaring March
2025 to be Irish American Heritage Month, as follows:

Whereas, Since 1991, Irish American Heritage Month has been annually
celebrated across the United States each March to coincide with St. Patrick’s Day and
to highlight the rich cultural heritage and valuable contributions of Irish Americans;
and

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has the unique distinction of
being among the most Irish-American states in the nation, according to the US Census,
with nearly 20% of residents proudly claiming Irish ancestry; and

Whereas, Irish-Americans in Massachusetts helped to win the American
'Revolution, thanks to brave patriots such as privateer Nathaniel Tracy of
Newburyport, Boston Massacre victim Patrich Carr, Colonel Henry Knox and General
Jolin Sullivan, who ended the British Siege of Boston on Evacuation Day, March 17th,
1776; and

Whereas, In the 19th century, thousands of Irish immigrants settled in
Massachusetts after fleeing Ireland's famine, economic uncertainty and political unrest,
contributing to our Commonwealth and nation as skilled laborers and union organizers,
soldiers and sailors, police officers and firefighters, teachers and public servants,
religious leaders and business owners; and

Whereas, Numerous Irish-American women have made important contributions
to our Commonwealth and nation, such as Anne Sullivan, famed teacher of the deaf
and blind, labor leader Mary Kenney O'Sullivan, suffragist Margaret Foley, political
matriarch Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, astronaut and educator Christa Corrigan
McAuliffe, Special Olympics founder Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Olympian and
marathon runner Shalane :Flanagan and Lt. Governor Evelyn Murphy, the first woman
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elected to statewide office in Massachusetts; and

Whereas, Irish-Americans have made outstanding contributions to our
Commonwealth and nation in arts, sports and politics, including artists Jolin Singleton
Coyley, George P.A. Healy and sculptor Martin Milmore, boxing champion Jolin L.
Sullivan, Olympians Harold Connolly and James Brendan Connolly, and political
leaders such as Massachusetts Governor James Sullivan, US President John :F.
Kennedy and US Congressman and House Speaker Thomas P. Tip O'Neill; and

Whereas, Massachusetts prides itself on having a Boston Irish Heritage Trail
(1994) and a South Shore Irish Heritage Trail (2022), which chronicle 300+ years of
the Irish-American experience in Massachusetts through landmarks, monuments,
public buildings, museums, parks, libraries and cultural venues; and

Whereas, Throughout the month of March, Irish cultural organizations and
individuals across the state are organizing concerts, dances, parades, exhibits and
special events that are open to all residents and visitors,

Now, Therefore, I, Maura T. Healey, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 2025 to be,

IRISH-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

And urge all residents of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and
participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of March, in the year
two thousand and twenty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of
America, the two hundred and forty-eighth.

On motion of Mr. Collins, under the provisions of Senate Rule 6, the above
remarks were printed in the Journal of the Senate.

Moment of Silence.

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Collins), the members, guests and staff stood in Moment of silence.
a moment of silence and reflection to the memory of Mark D. Feeney.

Order Adopted.

On motion of Mr. O’Connor,--

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on Time of meeting.
Tuesday next at eleven o’clock A.M., and that the Clerk be directed to dispense with
the printing of a calendar.

Adjournment in Memory of Mark D. Feeney.

The Senator from Suffolk, Mr. Collins moved that when the Senate adjourns
today, it adjourns in memory of Mark D. Feeney of South Boston.

Mark D. Feeney passed away on March 9, 2025, surrounded by his loving family
and friends.

Mark was the beloved husband of Donna (Ahern) Feeney and devoted father of
Jack Feeney; cherished brother of Jacky Feeney and his wife Donna of Rochester NH,
the late Brian Feeney and his wife Patti, of Quincy MA; loving son of the late John
"Bucky "and Ruthie (Manning) Feeney; beloved brother-in-law to Maureen Ahern of
South Boston, MA., James (Jimmy) Ahern and his wife Julie of South Boston, MA.,
and Robert (Bobby) Ahern and his partner Lauren of Abington, MA. He was also

survived bz several nieces and neBhews.



UNCORRECTED PROOF.

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Mark's greatest pleasure was spending time with his family and friends. His sense

of humor was infectious, his quick wit and fantastic storytelling was legendary. Mark
was proud to be born and raised in South Boston, and he was a fierce and loyal friend
to many.

All those in favor of this motion say “aye”, opposed “no”. The “ayes” have it and
the motion prevails. The chair would ask all members, guests and staff to please rise
and observe a moment of silence in memory of Mark D. Feeney of South Boston.

Accordingly, as a mark of respect to the memory of Mark D. Feeney, at twenty-
one minutes before twelve o’clock noon, on motion of Mr. O’Connor, the Senate

adiourned to meet again on Thursdaz next at eleven o’clock A.M.



