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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Thursday, March 20, 2025.

Met at four minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Driscoll in the Chair) (having 
been appointed by the President, under authority conferred in Senate Rule 4, to perform 
the duties of the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Driscoll) members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.

Pledge of 
allegiance.

Distinguished Guest.

There being no objection, the Chair (Mr. Driscoll) handed the gavel to Mr. Tarr 
for the purpose of an introduction.  Mr. Tarr then introduced, in the rear of the 
Chamber, Marlena Voss from Topsfield.  Marlena is a Junior at Salem State University 
and was visiting the State House as part of the Berry Institute of Politics’ 3rd annual 
alternative spring break trip to learn more about state government and public service.  
The Senate welcomed her with applause and she withdrew from the Chamber.

Marlena Voss.

Communication.

Communication from the Honorable Karen E. Spilka, President of the Senate, 
announcing the appointment of Senator Nick Collins (replacing Senator John J. 
Cronin) (pursuant to Section 13V of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) to the 
Massachusetts-Ireland Trade Commission (received March 18, 2025),-- was placed 
on file.

Massachusetts-
Ireland Trade 
Commission,-- 
appt.

Reports.

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:
Report of the Department of Children and Families (pursuant to line item 4800-

0015 of Section 2 of Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2023) submitting its Fair Hearing FY24 
report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and 
Persons with Disabilities) (received March 17, 2025);

DCF,-- Fair 
Hearing FY24 
report.
SD2759

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403) 
submitting the inspection report for the Massachusetts Treatment Center, the Plan of 
Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division of 
Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (EHRS) (received March 18, 2025);

DPH,-- 
Massachusetts 
Treatment Center 
Inspection report.
SD2760

Report of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (pursuant to 
Section 1S of Chapter 69 of General Laws) submitting its Student Opportunity Act 
Three-Year Evidence-Based Plans 2022 report (a copy having been forwarded to the 
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Education) (received March 17, 2025);

DESE,-- SOA 
three year plans 
2022 report.
SD2761

Report of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (pursuant to 
Section 1S of Chapter 69 of General Laws) submitting its Student Opportunity Act 
Three-Year Evidence-Based Plans 2021 report (a copy having been forwarded to the 
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Education) (received March 17, 2025);

DESE,-- SOA 
three year plans 
2021 report.
SD2762
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Report of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (pursuant to 
Section 1S of Chapter 69 of General Laws) submitting its Student Opportunity Act 
Three-Year Evidence-Based Plans 2020 report (a copy having been forwarded to the 
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Education) (received March 17, 2025);

DESE,-- SOA 
three year plans 
2020 report.
SD2763

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Section 5 of Chapter 62F of 
the General Laws as amended by the Acts of 2023) submitting its January 2025 report 
on year-to-date net state tax revenue for the current fiscal year (copies having been 
forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate 
Chair of the Joint Committee on Revenue) (received March 18, 2025);

DOR,-- net state 
tax revenue Jan 
FY25 report.
SD2764

Report of the Office of the Auditor (pursuant to Section 12 of Chapter 11 of the 
General Laws) submitting its Fiscal Year 2024 Municipal Audits report (a copy having 
been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received 
March 18, 2025); and

Auditor,-- 
Municipal Audits 
FY24 report.
SD2765

Report of the Office of the Commissioner of Probation (pursuant to Section 99F 
of Chapter 276 of the General Laws) submitting its Massachusetts Probation Service 
2024 annual report (copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee on the 
Judiciary and the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security) (received 
March 19, 2025).

OCP,-- Probation 
Service 2024 
report.
SD2767

Petition.

Ms. Comerford presented a petition (accompanied by bill) (subject to Joint Rule 
12) of Joanne M. Comerford for legislation to provide for utility shutoff protections 
during periods of extreme heat;-- and the same was referred, under Senate Rule 20, 
to the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

Utility,-- shutoff 
protections.
SD2758

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

Notice was received from the House of Representatives announcing the following 
appointments by the Minority Leader:

Representative Steven George Xiarhos of Barnstable has been appointed to serve 
as his designee on the special commission (under Section 36 of Chapter 285 of the 
Acts of 2024) to study and make recommendations on ways to address the public health 
and safety concerns posed by the proliferation of xylazine.

Proliferation of 
Xylazine 
Commission,-- 
appt.

Representative John J. Marsi of Dudley has been appointed to serve as his 
designee on the special commission (under Section 213 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 
2024) charged with conducting a comprehensive study relative to current law and 
practice around the collection of delinquent property tax revenue by cities and towns.

City and Town 
Property Tax 
Revenue 
Commission,-- 
appt.

Matter Taken Out of the Orders of the Day.

There being no objection, the following matter was taken out of the Orders of the 
Day and considered as follows:

The House Bill extending certain COVID-19 measures adopted during the state 
of emergency (House, No. 62) (its title having been changed by the committee on Bills 
in the Third Reading),-- was read a third time.

Supplemental 
appropriations.

Pending the question on passing the bill to be engrossed, Mr. Rodrigues presented 
an amendment striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof 
the text of Senate document numbered 2506.

After remarks, the amendment was adopted. 
The bill, as amended, was then passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with 

the amendment.
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Sent to the House for concurrence in the amendment.

Recess.

There being no objection, at thirteen minutes past eleven o’clock A.M., the Chair 
(Mr. Driscoll) declared a recess, subject to the call of the Chair; and, at four minutes 
before twelve o’clock noon, the Senate reassembled, Mr. Driscoll in the Chair.

Recess.

PAPER FROM THE HOUSE

Emergency Preamble Adopted.

An engrossed Bill extending certain COVID-19 measures adopted during the state 
of emergency (see House, No. 62, amended), having been certified by the Senate Clerk 
to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage and containing an emergency 
preamble,-- was laid before the Senate; and, a separate vote being taken in accordance 
with the requirements of Article LXVII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the 
preamble was adopted in concurrence, by a vote of 3 to 0. 

Supplemental 
appropriations.

The bill was signed by the Acting President (Mr. Driscoll) and sent to the 
House for enactment.

Moment of Silence.

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Driscoll), the members, guests and staff stood in 
a moment of silence and reflection to the memory of Representative John Stasik.

Moment of silence.

PAPER FROM THE HOUSE

Engrossed Bill.

An engrossed Bill extending certain COVID-19 measures adopted during the state 
of emergency (see House, No. 62, amended) (which originated in the House), having 
been certified by the Senate Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final 
passage, was passed to be enacted and signed by the Acting President (Mr. 
Driscoll) and laid before the Governor for her approbation.

Bill laid before the 
Governor.

Order Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Tarr,--
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on 

Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M.
Time of meeting.

Adjournment in Memory of Representative John Stasik.

The Senator from Middlesex and Norfolk, Ms. Spilka, presented a request that 
when the Senate adjourns today it do so in memory of former State Representative 
John Stasik.

John Stasik served as a member of the House of Representatives from 1996-2000 
representing the 6th Middlesex district. As a member of the House, he focused on 
planning and zoning issues. Prior to his state service, he was elected to the planning 
board for the then town of Framingham and, after departing the House, served on 
town’s select board for several years. John chaired the MetroWest Transportation 
Taskforce, which advocated for improved regional transportation services.

John and his beloved wife Mary lived in the Oaks neighborhood section of 
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Framingham for five decades, where they raised their two sons, Gregor and Stefan. 
John provided guidance and inspiration to countless students as a science teacher in 
the Weston public school system until his retirement in 2004. An avid outdoorsman 
and environmentalists, it was not uncommon for friends and neighbors to find John out 
riding his bicycle, tending to yard work, chopping wood or enjoying the quiet trails 
surrounding Lake Cochituate. 

His contributions to MetroWest will have a lasting impact and those fortunate 
enough to know him will miss him deeply.

Accordingly, as a mark of respect to the memory of State Representative John 
Stasik, at three minutes past twelve o’clock noon, on motion of Mr. Feeney, the Senate 
adjourned to meet again on Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M.


