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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Thursday, March 27, 2025.

Met at nineteen minutes past eleven o’clock A.M. (Mr. Oliveira in the Chair).

The Chair (Mr. Oliveira) members, guests and staff then recited the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.

Pledge of 
allegiance.

Distinguished Guests.

There being no objection, the Chair (Mr. Oliveira) handed the gavel to Ms. Creem 
for the purpose of an introduction.  Ms. Creem then introduced, in the rear of the 
Chamber, Dr. Harold May.  Dr. May was recognized for his service to our country as 
one of the original Tuskegee Airmen, the first group of Black Americans to be trained 
as pilots in the United States Army Air Corps during World War II.  After the war, Dr. 
May graduated from Harvard Medical School in 1951 and spent 10 years working as 
the chief of surgery at a hospital in Haiti, where he provided health care to people 
living in deep poverty.  During his time in Haiti, he also founded the Ecole La 
Providence Elementary School.  Upon returning to Boston in 1970, Dr. May became a 
leader in improving Boston’s medical services system and led the creation of Boston’s 
regional medical disaster plan.  Dr. May also served as the director of medical services 
at the Wrentham Developmental Center, a facility for people with developmental 
disabilities.  The Senate welcomed him with applause and thanked him for his military 
service with the Tuskegee Airman and for the lifetime of service that followed his 
military career.  He then signed the guestbook and withdrew from the Chamber.  He 
was accompanied by his daughter, Dr. Alison May, President of the New England 
Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, Willie Shellman, Sean Osbourne and several other 
members of the New England Chapter.

Dr. Harold May.

Communication.

Communication from the Honorable James B. Eldridge, Senate Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Revenue, announcing the appointment of David Emer (pursuant to 
Section 14 of Chapter 14 of the General Laws) as his designee on the Tax Expenditure 
Review Commission (appointed March 12, 2025) (received March 25, 2025),-- was 
placed on file.

Tax Expenditure 
Review 
Commission,-- 
appt.

Reports.

The following reports were severally received and placed on file, to wit:
Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403) 

submitting the inspection report for Old Colony Correctional Center, the Plan of 
Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division of 
Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (EHRS) (received March 24, 2025);

DPH,-- Old 
Colony 
Correctional 
Center Insp report.
SD2776

Report of the Department of Public Health (pursuant to 105 CMR 451.403) 
submitting the inspection report for Barnstable County Correctional Facility, the Plan 
of Correction (POC) from the facility and the POC acceptance letter from the Division 

DPH,-- Barnstable 
County Inspection 
report.
SD2777
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of Environmental Health Regulations and Standards (EHRS) (received March 24, 
2025);

Report of the Executive Office for Administration and Finance (pursuant to 
Chapter 77 of the Acts of 2023 and Chapter 88 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its 
Emergency Housing Assistance Program bi-weekly report (a copy having been 
forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 
24, 2025);

A&F,-- EA 
Housing bi-weekly 
report.
SD2779

Report of the Executive Office for Administration and Finance (pursuant to 
Chapter 88 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its monthly report on Temporary Respite 
Centers (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways 
and Means) (received March 24, 2025);

A&F,-- temporary 
respite centers.
SD2780

Report of the Department of Transitional Assistance (pursuant to Section 2(B) of 
Chapter 18 and Section 3C(d) of Chapter 118 of the General Laws) submitting its 
Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children Consolidated FY25 report 
(copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons 
with Disabilities) (received March 24, 2025);

DTA ,-- TAFDC 
Consolidated 
FY25 report.
SD2781

Report of the Department of Transitional Assistance (pursuant to Section 2 (B)(s) 
of Chapter 18 of the General Laws) submitting its Electronic Benefit Transfer Photo 
Requirement Exemptions FY24 report (received March 24, 2025);

DTA,-- Electronic 
Benefit Transfer 
Photo FY24 report.
SD2782

Report of the Department of Transitional Assistance (pursuant to line item 4401-
1003 of Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts 2024) submitting its 2-Gen Economic 
Mobility Programs FY24 report (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 24, 2025);

DTA,-- 2-Gen 
Economic 
Mobility Grant 
FY24 report.
SD2783

Report of the Department of Transitional Assistance (pursuant to Section 2B(g) 
of Chapter 18 of the General Laws, Section 2 of Chapter 118 of the General Laws and 
the decision of the Supreme Judicial Court in Coalition for the Homeless v. Secretary 
of Human Services, 400 Mass 1987) submitting its Transitional Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children Standard Budgets of Assistance FY24 report (received March 24, 
2025);

DTA,-- TAFDC 
Standard Budgets 
of Assistance 
FY24 report.
SD2784

Report of the Office of the Child Advocate (pursuant to Section 89 of Chapter 
119 of the General Laws) submitting its Juvenile Justice System 2024 annual report 
(copies having been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means and the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary) (received March 
25, 2025);

OCA,-- JJPAD 
FY24 annual 
report.
SD2785

Report of the Department of Revenue (pursuant to Section 5 of Chapter 62F of 
the General Laws as amended by the Acts of 2023) submitting its February 2025 report 
on year-to-date net state tax revenue for the current fiscal year (copies having been 
forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate 
Chair of the Joint Committee on Revenue) (received March 25, 2025);

DOR,-- net state 
tax revenue Feb 
FY25 report.
SD2788

Report of the Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development (pursuant 
to line item 7003-0101 of Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024 and Chapter 
248 of the Acts of 2024) submitting its Shared Services FY25 report (copies having 
been forwarded to the Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the 
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on Labor and Workforce Development) (received 
March 25, 2025); and

EOLWD,-- Shared 
Services FY25 
report.
SD2789

Report of the Executive Office of the Trial Court (pursuant to line item 0330-0601 
of Section 2 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) submitting the Trial Court’s use of 
specialty court funding, specifically the interdepartmental transfers of funds to various 
departments of the Commonwealth (a copy having been forwarded to the Chair of the 

EOTC,-- Specialty 
Court report.
SD2791
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Senate Committee on Ways and Means) (received March 26, 2025).

Petitions.

Jaquelyn Wehtje presented a petition (accompanied by bill) for legislation to give 
equal rights to all genders to bare their chests,-- under Senate Rule 18, was placed 
on file.

Chest baring,-- 
equality.
SD2790

Petitions were severally presented and referred as follows:
By Mr. Tarr, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2507) of Bruce E. Tarr 

and Ann-Margaret Ferrante (with approval of the mayor and city council) for 
legislation to establish the Gloucester Fisheries Commission [Local approval 
received];

Gloucester 
Fisheries 
Commission.

Under Senate Rule 20, to the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government.

Sent to the House for concurrence.

By Mr. Cronin (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill) (subject to Joint Rule 
12) of Wayne Queeney for legislation to establish distinctive license plates,-- under 
Senate Rule 20, to the committees on Rules of the two branches, acting 
concurrently.

Distinctive license 
plates.
SD2787

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

Notice was received from the House of Representatives announcing the following 
appointments by the Speaker:

Representative Arciero of Westford has been appointed to serve as his designee 
(under Section 306 of Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2024) on the Micro-Mobility Vehicles 
Commission;

Micro-Mobility 
Vehicles Comm.,-- 
appt.

Representatives Livingstone of Boston and Sabadosa of Northampton have been 
appointed to serve as his designees (under Section 74 of Chapter 3 of the General 
Laws) on the Commission on the Status of Persons with Disabilities; and

Status of Persons 
with Disabilities 
Comm.,-- appt.

Representative Philips of Sharon has been appointed to serve as his designee 
(under Section 213 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024) on the Delinquent Property 
Tax Revenue Collection Commission.

Delinquent Prop 
Tax Rev. Coll. 
Comm.,-- appt.

Notice was received from the House of Representatives announcing the following 
appointments by the Minority Leader:

John Tzimorangas, Energy New England President and CEO has been appointed 
to serve as his designee (under Section 4 of Chapter 239 of the Acts of 2024) on the 
Embodied Carbon Intergovernmental Coordinating Council;

Embodied Carbon 
Intergovernmental 
Council,-- appt.

Representative Vaughn of Wrentham has been re-appointed to serve as his 
designee (under Section 68 of Chapter 23K of the General Laws) on the Gaming Policy 
Advisory Committee; and

Gaming Policy 
Advisory 
Committee,-- appt.

Representative Marsi of Dudley has been appointed to serve as his designee 
(under Section 74 of Chapter 3 of the General Laws) on the Commission on the Status 
of Persons with Disabilities.

Status of Persons 
with Disabilities 
Comm.,-- appt.

Petitions were severally referred, in concurrence, as follows, to wit:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3919) of Natalie M. Blais and Joanne 

M. Comerford (by vote of the town) that the town of Leverett be authorized to provide 
for local voting rights for certain lawful permanent residents residing in said town;

Leverett,-- local 
voting rights.
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To the committee on Election Laws.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3922) of Mike Connolly and others 

relative to broker fees in the city of Somerville;
Somerville,-- 
broker fees.

To the committee on Housing.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3929) of James J. O’Day and Michael 

O. Moore (with the approval of the city council) relative to the maximum age 
requirement for original appointment as a police officer for the city of Worcester;

Worcester,-- police 
officers.

To the committee on Public Service.

Reports
Of the committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities, asking to 

be discharged from further consideration of the petition (accompanied by bill, House, 
No. 275) of Tram T. Nguyen and Vanna Howard relative to child care cost 
transparency, and recommending that the same be referred to the committee on 
Education;

Child care,-- costs.

Of the committee on Elder Affairs, asking to be discharged from further 
consideration

Of the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 767) of Carmine Lawrence 
Gentile and others clarifying rate setting processes for home health and home care 
services;

Home care,-- rates.

Of the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 779) of Kate Lipper-Garabedian 
relative to hospital access to discounted purchase of prescription drugs; 

MassHealth,-- 
prescription drugs.

And recommending that the same severally be referred to the committee on Health 
Care Financing.

Of the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 764) of Marjorie C. Decker 
relative to flu prevention for seniors, and recommending that the same be referred to 
the committee on Public Health;

Seniors,-- flu 
prevention.

Of the committee on Revenue, asking to be discharged from further consideration 
of the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3154) of Hannah Kane and others for 
legislation to establish a tax credit for and to regulate the donation of food to persons 
in need, and recommending that the same be referred to the committee on the Judiciary;

Food donations.

Were severally considered forthwith, under Senate Rule 36, and accepted, in 
concurrence.

Resolutions.

The following resolutions (having been filed with the Clerk) were considered 
forthwith and adopted, as follows:-

Resolutions (filed by Messrs. Rodrigues, Barrett, Brady, Brownsberger and 
Collins, Ms. Comerford, Ms. Creem, Messrs. Crighton, Cronin, Cyr and DiDomenico, 
Ms. Dooner, Messrs. Driscoll and Durant, Ms. Edwards, Messrs. Eldridge, Fattman, 
Feeney, Fernandes and Finegold, Ms. Friedman, Mr. Gomez, Ms. Jehlen, Messrs. 
Keenan and Kennedy, Ms. Kennedy, Mr. Lewis, Ms. Lovely, Mr. Mark, Ms. Miranda, 
Messrs. Montigny, Moore, O’Connor, Oliveira and Payano, Ms. Rausch, Mr. Rush, 
Ms. Spilka and Messrs. Tarr and Velis) “recognizing the legacy of Senator Marc R. 
Pacheco.”

Senator Marc R. 
Pacheco.

PAPERS FROM THE HOUSE.

Petitions were severally referred, in concurrence, as follows, to wit:
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3935) of Jay D. Livingstone and others Ivory,-- 

trafficking.
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relative to ivory and rhinoceros horn trafficking;
Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Environment and 

Natural Resources.
Petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3936) of Danillo A. Sena for legislation 

to establish a sick leave bank for Richard Curley, an employee of the Middlesex 
Sheriff’s Office;

Richard Curley,-- 
sick leave.

Under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Public Service.

Order Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Rush,--
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns today, it adjourn to meet again on 

Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M.
Time of meeting.

Moment of Silence.

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Oliveira), the members, guests and staff stood in 
a moment of silence and reflection to the memory of Thomas S. Cahir.

Moment of silence.

Adjournment in Memory of Thomas S. Cahir .

The Senator from Plymouth and Barnstable, Mr. Fernandes, the Senator from the 
Cape and Islands, Mr. Cyr, and the Senator from Middlesex and Norfolk, Ms. Spilka 
move that when the Senate adjourns today, it do so in memory of Thomas S. Cahir of 
Bourne.

Tom Cahir was born September 19, 1952, and passed away on March 12, 2025, 
at the age of 72.

Tom had a distinguished career in Massachusetts politics and transportation. 
Elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 1985, he represented the 3rd 
Barnstable District for 14 years, holding several leadership positions, particularly on 
transportation issues. He also served on the Joint Committee on Transportation, 
including as its chair.

Tom played a pivotal role in transportation projects such as commuter rail 
expansion and the Sagamore Rotary grade separation, and he sponsored the 1996 
Seaport Bond Bill and several Transportation Bond Bills.

In 1999, he became Deputy Secretary for Transportation Programs in the 
Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works. In 2009, he became 
Administrator of the Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority.

A dedicated runner and golfer, Tom is survived by his family and close friends.
Accordingly, as a mark of respect to the memory of former Representative 

Thomas S. Cahir, at twenty-one minutes before twelve o’clock noon, on motion of Mr. 
O’Connor, the Senate adjourned to meet again on Monday next at eleven o’clock A.M.


