
Primary Sponsor Bill Summary 

Senate, No. 11 Proposal for a legislative amendment to the Constitution relative to 
agricultural and horticultural lands 

Sponsor: Senator Joanne M. Comerford 

Legislative 
amendment to: 

Article XCIX of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution 

Proposed 
legislation: 

It would allow parcels of land less than 5 acres in area that were actively 
devoted to agricultural or horticultural uses for the 2 years preceding the tax 
year to be valued at less than fair market value using the agricultural tax 
rate. The constitution currently does not allow parcels less than 5 acres in 
area to be valued at less than fair market value. The proposal also prohibits 
the making of any law which would require a parcel of land to be greater 
than 5 acres in order to be valued at less than fair market value under this 
article. 
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